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SUMMARY

Debates and discourses about children on the move do not occur in a vacuum. They are
shaped by acial and political contexts, and create dominant frameworks about children,

about gender and about migration. There are plenty of studies about unaccompanied boys

on the movein Greece, yet girls have recety minimal attention, consistingomeone could

say the invisible category of theefugee population. Though this lack of attentioan be
easilyattributed to the low number of unaccompanied and/or separated girls on the move,

it also reflects a tendency to reproduce the state of invisibility to whids gnd women are

continually subjectedby hetercpatriarchy The right to appear is deeply political in that

certain subjects are considered worthy to appear and others are rendered less important

and thus,we will have to search for scatteretlaces of their existence in literature,

academic studiegpurnal articles field researches. This the case with girls on the move,

éthe weirdog 2 Frefugde $opulationas Hesther saidwho have not received much

attention until now. This study comes to cawan important gap in the existing literature on

YAIANI A2y YR NBFdaASS aiddzRASa Ay DNBSOSo . @
S AUNARGS (2 aVYoyfl SUGAY DSE KT R NILAYBRINN R 2670 1618
F2 NI (0 KS¥sé to brifig t@ik tories at the forefront with the aim to offarbetter
understanding of their lived realitie®rawing from our primary research with girls followed

08 | NBGASs 2F GKS SEAaGAYT tAGSNIrSdeNE® 6 S &l
Y2@3Sé¢ | yR | G offérkaSet éf reddo@mendatiorss that will strengthen the work
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| WANT TO GO HOME

BUT HOME IS THE MQWOF A SHARK
HOME IS THE BARRELTBIE GUN

AND NO ONE WOULD MEAHOME
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CHAPTERNE
SCOPETERMSMETHODS

1.1 Aims and framework

This research draws on contemporary refugee and feminist literature, ethnographic
fieldwork and national and international reports, to inform gendensitive programme
development for unaccompanied refugeelgi(under 18) who migrate to Greece, especially
during transitand upon arrival to Greec&gom Iran, Afghanistan, Syria and Kuwdihe
research was conducted within 3 montfidovember 201Qanuary 2020)The aims of the
research were to:

a) Incorporate geder as a central analytical category of the migration experience
Gender affects all aspects of the migration experience of children, including the
reason for migrating, the decision of who will migrate, the social networks migrants
use to move and theiexperiences of integration in the destination country. When
preparing for assessments and designing, implementing and monitoring programs to
protect children on the move it is important to give careful consideration to the
gendered aspects of migration mewient from the very start.

b) Identify and assess the situation and needs of girls on the move currently residing in
Greece It is important to assess the needs of girlae move, in order to better
assist them in accessing services and protecting themm fgender discriminations,
| 60dza S OA2f SyO0S YR SELX2A0lIGA2yd Ly GKAA
- Different motivations and reasons why girls are on the move
- Key migration routes, transit points and intended destination
- Rights violations
- Needs ad suggestions of girls on the move to improve their situation
- Strengths and coping strategies of girls and families to ensure protection while

onthe move
- Available services and respond capacity gaps of key stakeholders, both state and
non-state in Greee

c) ldentify gender specific protection risksGirls on the move face particular risks and
dangers during their journey and once they reach their destination (e.g. child brides,
forced marriages, trafficking, GBV and child abuse). Efforts to build pnoecti
SYPANRYYSyGa F2NJ 3ANIa 2y (GUKS Y20S akKzdz F
mechanisms and survival strategies, enhanced by the building of their own social




network, while also strengthening formal protection systems and program
implementation ly relevant key stakeholders i.e. child protection actors aiming to
al FS3dzZ- NR OKAf RNBYyQa KdzYly NARIKGASD

d) Assess the availability of, and barriers to accessing, geseleitive and culturally
diversified services (protection, education, healthcare includisgxual and
reproductive healthcare, etc) for migraand refugeagirls in GreeceConsulting with
girls and families on the move, as well as with formal stakeholders in Greece, on the
provision and access to services, will enstaeeful consideration annd protection
and safety, integration, livelihood opportunities, and ndiscriminatory access to a
range of care and support services.

e) ldentify and analyse protective and genesnsitive factors to inform programming
and advocacy worthat strengthenghe fulfilment of gender equality, addresses both
immediate and root causes of children rights violations, aogports migrant girls
during the different stages of the journey.

The research consisted of three parts:

1 Areview of recent literature oils on the Move with a focusnoGreece.

1 A qualitative ancethnographic study with accompanied and unaccompanied girls
who have migrated to Greece.

1 A survey questionnaire with 46 girls on the mov&he questionnaire was designed
by Diotima and Save the Ghién and received the approval of the Public Prosecutor
for minors in Athens. The final survey contained 23 questions and was completed in
total by 46 girls. Itvas translated in English, French, Arabic and Farsi and was given
to the girls in the languag¢hey felt more comfortable with tocomplete it In
Greece, there are 10 shelters for UASC girls (some of them host young boys too). In
total, 4 shelters agreed tdistribute the survey to their residents, 2 of them located
in the capital of Greece, Atheasid 2 in northern Greece. The shelters were:
a) llion, based in Athens. 9 girls completed the survey.
b) Pugad, based in Athens. 8 girls completed the survey
c) Pentalofos Shelter, based in Pentalofos, Kozani. 28 girls completed the survey
d) ARSIS Home, based ime§saloniki. 1 girl completed the survey.

The girls who participated in this research came from three different areas: shelters,
organized accommodation and independent living. In particular, we interviewed 15 girls
from 2 shelters(Home project Pugad andlOMlion) and 1 accommodation program
running inAttica (ArsisEstia program)we interviewed 2 key stakeholders and conducted a
focus group discussion with 3 frerine professionalsThe girls were 1519 years old and
had travelled to Greece withirhe last oneto three years; 9 girls were unaccompanied
and/or separated and lived at shelters in Athens and 3 girls lived with theiriéarail
independent flas run by Arsis (see Annex AYith the aim to protect the confidentiality of
participants andtheir lives, # the names and locations are anonymizeasd only



information, which is very pertinent to the analysis, is provid@t: received the informed
consent of all informants (girls, parents, key stakeholders) who took part in this research.
The interviews were conducted with the help ofterpretersprovided by Diotima (Farsi and
Aralic) but also by®@M (Arabic, Wdu). The sampling followed th¥ S K2 R 2F GKS ada
STTSOG¢ s dsKigQafticigantdiaftek thedinterview for other poteritiaarticipants
but also creatinga network of collabortrs amongstdifferent organisations5 A 2 G A Y I Qa
previous work with young women argirls was also useful itelping usidentify refugee
girls ex.beneficiaries oDiotima

After mapping out the shedtrs as well & accommodation programs that muin
Atheng Attica we were able to iehtify key personsvho helpedusin the sampling process.
The process dbuilding up a network of trust took longer than anticipated so it was decided
to capitalise on our g-existent network. Informal chatting with professionalsida
interpreters helped us builtrust with girls and in mangccasionswe were introduced as
GLISNB2Ya 27T O Niendud doper éddedOiftendeds aiid? docus group
discussion alongsideapticipant observationOur questions were opeanded, broad and
non-intrusive in the sense that we followed the flow of the conversation. Silences were key
in this process since they create the emotional space for stability;refidiction and
calmness.To a certain extent, we were able employ certain aspects of ethnographic
fieldwork- taking nots of things we observed inatural environmentstaking notesof
arguments, silences, feelings (from awkwardnesditeerness andsadness) and then we
tiedi2 FylFfeasS GKAA RIFGF {KNRdaKirom BufredioBsy a 2 T
experienceas researcherin handling trauma and balancing between emotional distance
and proximityto the field We consulted with the psychologists and social workdrghe
girls in the shelters in order to inform us about any issue that may trigger stress and
uneasinesdo the girls In order to protect the anonymity and confidentiality of the spaces
(shelters and houses) and givle decided not to take any photos.

1.2 Challenges and limitations

One of our primary challenges concerned gaining access to the field. Though we had
a network of contacts we were able to activate, we still hagébthe consent of the Public
Prosecutor for minors in order to conduct regeh with girls under 18. This ipaticularly
challenging since amgsearch with minors has to be consideteeheficial to the child, that
is, it has to serve the best interests of the child. lour first contact with the Public
Prosecutor, she respondedegatively and we requested a persomaketing (with the
& dzLJLJ2 NI 2ldgal ednrd id HiscusSile details and orientationshef research. fie
Public MR aSOdzi2NJ  OGa Fa GKS OKAfRNByQa tS3art 3
power to open or close doors to researchers, professionals etc. that aim to collect data
regarding the life ofnigrant andrefugee minors in Greece. An external power figure, who
has no contact with the girls whatsoever, gives or withholds access to the field. Tthosigh
may seem legally and politically plausible, this limitation sheds light to timepstructure
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in which a migrant/refugee gifinds herself upon arrival to Gree. In the endwe received
a positive response. This gausaccess to two shelters Athens the Pink House and the
Purple House.

Though we had made prior contacts with both, the Pink House was still not willing to
give us access by arguing thatén be a rearaumatising experience for the girls. Apart from
Hesther, who was 19 years olihne of the girls spoke to us, though they peigiated in the
& dzNJJ Sidtepestingit® @ote how even though we had tseggned approval of the Public
Prosecutor for minors, professionat the Pink House decided not to provide us access
under the frameavork of child protection. This shows that sometinasld protection can be
too rigid and singledimensional and whilgrofessionals strive to protect children from
further harm and malaise, they are hesitant in renegotiatitge meanings ofchild
protection in different ways.

Throughout the researctve encountered various setbacks whitee complexities of
the fieldsite set its own temporal rhythm. One pregnant girl, who was 20 years old and had
travelled to Greece when she was 17 years o&thcelled oumeeting twice Another family
cancelled the interview because they got scabies and we had to postponmtér@iew
once they were better. Finally, the first day we went to the shelter, one unaccompanied girl
had gone to the airport in an effort to leatke country. Once she wdsck,she was in no
emotional state to talk.

Another challenge relates to the painful and difficult experiences girls were narrating
and the kind of memories and/or expectations they brought along. We tried to build rapport
by dedicating some time to talk to the girls about their interests in life (music, hobbies etc)
in order to get to know them and make them feel comfortable around us. Body language
(smiling, eye contactyas decisive since girls comnted on how our eyes were avm and
K2g ©S YIRS (KSodr can$eationlwas aSoftiddhich docmy héart & I A R
Itimad by the end of the interview) anthrough our interacton with them we tried to
create a space fosoftness and affection. We wouldffer to refugee familieslesserts as a
thankful gesture for their hospitality and generosity they opened their homes to us.

It is also important to acknowledge our positionality as researchers as this shapes
and nfluences the type of wortlve produce. We have worked extensiywith migrant and
refugee commauities, including childrenAsresearchers working with feminist theory and
toolswe have used ouresearchin the pastto promote social justice agendas and the rights
of all women and girls. The process of conducting redeavith vulnerable communities
requires an ethics of accountability and responsibility that acknowledges and continually
reflects on research power dynamics: From our position&dithe preconceived notionge
carry as researchers. We trietherefore,to let the voices of the girls we engagedide our
understanding and knowledge of what it means to be a girl on the move. It is their narrative
that helped us identify themes and shape our subsequent analysis.
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1.3 Definitions of terms and categories

Befae going further with our analysiseashould clarify the use #érms and categories
that appear throughout the text. We adopted thellowing definitions of UNHCR and Save
the Children:

1 Unaccompanied minorAn unaccompanied child is a person who is uriderage of
eighteen, unless, under the lavwpplicable to the child, maturity iattained earlier
FYR 6K2 A& GaSLINIYGSR FNRY 0620K LI NByda |
by law or custom has responsibility to do&o.

1 Separated minar Separated lildren are children under 18 years of age who are
outside their country of origin and separated from both parents, or their previous
legal/customary primary caregiver. Some children are totally alone while others,
who are also the concern of this researamay be living with extended family
members. All such children are separated children and entitled to international
protection under a broad range of international and regional instruments. When we
dzaS GKS 62NR GaSLI NI GdSRé¢ Nbeda#s® Mlbettek | v & d;
defines the essential problem that such children face. Namely, that they are without
the care and protection of their parents or legal guardian and as a consequence
suffer socially and psychologically from this separation.

f Childrenothe moveA & y 24 YSIFyd Fa | aySgé OF §S32 NI
definition which brings together the multitude of categories in which children who
move have been, often unhelpfully, divided. This definition therefore includes:
children who have ben trafficked; children who migrate (e.g. to pursue better life
opportunities, look for work or education or to escape exploitative or abusive
situations at home)children displaced by conflict and natural disasters. All of these
children might find themslves at risk, especialtiie riskof being exposed to various
forms of abuse and involved in the worst forms of exploitation. This concept, by
highlighting the common risks and challenges faced by these children but also their
differences in terms of geradl, age and their agency, aims tofeus interventions
and ensure coherent policies by placing the protection of the child at the centre as
well as the need to support the positive effect that mobility can have on improving
OKAf RNByY QadinftkitaS O2r/1iySESiE® ¢S LISNDSA PSS (KS
Y2@3Sé¢ a4 |y 2y32Ay3 LINRBOSaa GKIG aLlvya |
geographical spaces, border crossings, emotional landscapes, spheres 9f (self
knowledge and embodied experiences.

“bl/wsE 4DdARSEtAYSE 2y t2fA0ASa I YyR t NPEOSRdz2NB& Ay RS
Februaryhttps://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/3d4f91cf4/quidelingsoliciesproceduresdealing
unaccompanieethildrenseekingasylum.htm) 1997, p.5.

ZUNHCR& Save thOKA f RNBY S d{SLI N} GSR / KAfRNBY Ay O9dNBLIS t
https://www.unhcr.org/4d9474399.pdf 2004, p.2.

% Global Conference on Children on the Move, Concept Nbtms:/www.childrenonthemove.org/wp
content/uploads/2017/02/ConcepNote-GlobalConferenceon-Childrenon-the-Move.pdf 2017, p. 1.
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1 Trarslocalism: An umbrella term that emerged recently in social geography,
anthropology, border studies, which is still hard to pin down. For reasons of brevity,
we should clarify thatranslocalism refers to the locdb-local connections across
national bauindaries that are created through everyday practices of transnational
migrants (for example, the translocal networks girls create with the use of social
media)

1.4 Methods of data analysis: Ethnographic writing and narrative inquiry

The data is analysed witthe combination of two methods: etibgraphy and
narrative inquiry.. @ GNRAROGAY 3T SOIKy23aINI LKAOLFffte &6S YIyl
narratives, to use creatively sonfeeld notes andreflect on the material from different
sides. It was only when we ledeNBE St @Sa Ayid2 3FANI AaQ yIFNNI GAODS
commonthreads andhemesfraught with ambiguityIn addition, the ethnographic method
LINE GARSE (GKS G(G22fa F2NJ GKS LR GSydaAaLkdepthdzLda G+ 3
representation withthick descriptions) andhelped us pay attention to other elements
besides the narrative (in natural environments, interactions ef@h the other hand,
narrative inquiry involves activelyfisSy A y3 G2 LJ MidAdoKingJorywiays @ & G 2 NJ
understard and represent their experiences through these stories. In this direction, we
FyFrfeasS IANI AQ d0G2NASE o6& aNBald2NBAYy3IE (GKSY
meaning’ A lineartemporal framework pre-migration, journey, arrivalis usedto structure
the way girls talked about the&omplexities of theirjourney. However, their journey
narratives were noflinear and fragmented, drawing from different times (pregration,
transit, arrival) and places (country of origin, destination, transit coest camps)The
dtidzRe 2F 3IANIAaQ SELSNASYyOSa a &ad2NB A& TA
experience; it involves looking closely to the stories (with direct quotes) and providing
interpretations but also inviting the reader to make his/hewn interpretation of the
material presented” Throughout this work, we strived for ways to preserve the integrity of
IANT &Q YyIFINNIGAGPSa FyR (2 KI@S GKSAN ftAQOSR a
way possible. Thus, tenographic writingand narative inquiry as methodological tools
guideddza (G2 AGiUGKAY]l GKNRdAK GKS ai2NRé¢ FyR O2ya;
so we canlater consider a specific set of policies that lead to meaningful changes and
contributions.

*Munro-HSY RNE t @3 aAldOKSff 2owd 5 9L {2y t ®2 dY GC¢NBdzOf Ay:
5 .
Ibid, p.80.
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QHAPTER TWO
PRE-MIGRATION

2.1 Why girls migrate?

Girls migrate for many different and often overlapping reasons: to get away from an
abusive home, to escape political or other forms of oppressiorhd reunited with their
family- G KS 2 NRSNJ KSNB REi@Rqugndyiit fdlowd fhe dirdtur® @f the A
chapter.Most girls migrate with another family member based on a decision that was made
with what seems at first sight low personal involvement on their pamw personal
involvement here refers to the fadi K & YIyeé 3JIANI & RARYQG OK2
destination and were frequently unaware and confused about which countries they passed.
This is also verified from our survagcording to which 59% of the participants (27 girls) left
their home country withother family members However, the portion of girls that traveled
alone from the beginning of the journey was not small: 32% of the sample (15 girls) left their
country of originalone2 KI 4 G FANBROG &aA3IKG | LIWISEFNB G2 06S
necessarily entail that girls do not act as agents, yet it puts forward a need to rethink
personal choice and experience beyond the framework passivity/victimhaativity/
agency.Official discourses as well as the work of many pegplefessionals and &iwists-
in the refugee fieldis overwhelmingly premised on the assumption that the migration of
children is more or less involuntary in natff&hough this may be true in that parents and
close kin act as decisianakers (regarding the route, destinatioand planning of the
journey), girls should not be reduced to victias conflict, of impoverished livelihoods, of
smuggling and of different forms of oppression and exploitatibrawing from the semi
structured interviews we conducted with the girlsappears that gen though girls areot
active decisiormakersthey are not absent from the journdy D A NI &nfergésia the/ O &
sensorial memories thegecall in the ways they ré NI A Odzf 4§ S G KSANI LI NBy
journey and wherthey reflect m i KSA NJ £ A FS & Kr&NiBig linel of tRinkidgli K S NS ®
therefore, it follows thatthe journey should be treated as a muitaceted terrain that
Ay@2t @Sa IANI AQ F3ISyoOe 2y QI NAR2dza fS@Sta |
activity/passivity neus.

SLINYYyG2dzE 90 3 ¢KS2R2NI 1 2LRdzA 2dzZ | ®Y &/ KAf RNBY /I &

iNDNBSOS¢ 9Ay DNBS] 9 9y3aIfAaKY:zZ ! (K Ombudsmandtthe ChildzE S Y 6 dzN
S{AYA3I2NRA (2dz tlIARAZ2dzY 3 ! yAOSTY a¢KS NARIAKGA 2F Of
metakinountai}(in Greek), https://www.synigoros.gr/resources/docs/ee2038ip-dikaiompaid-pou-

metakin.pdf Annual Report 2018.
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2.1.1 Genderbased violence

Gender based violence, including domestic violence, forced marriage and rape, act
as the main factors of migration for some girls and their motHe®sit of the 15 girls who
participated in thequalitative study at leat 45 mentioned violence in the family as key
factor of migration. One of these girls is Moska from Afghanistan, who migtat&ieece
with her mother, sisters and brother one year ago. While narrating her journey and the
dangers, fears and difficultieshe faced she mentions that she preferst no have any
contact withpeoplein Afghanistan since she is afraid her father will track her down. At that
point in her narrative, it became clear that Moska faced the danger of being sold by her
father to an olér man andled with her mother and siblings in the middle of the night.

G¢KS NBIFazy S IINBE KSNB Aa Yeé FlLOGKSN® -
3 Yot SRX®PI'S {(NRdzof SR dza | €20 |FyR Ay @K
Afghanistan. He wanted to sell us, me ang sister, to somebody who was much

older (than us: our explanationyvho had his own family and kids and was giving

I £20 2F Y2ySeé (2 Y& TFlLriKSNXCKSNB gl a |y?
had done the same thing, he had given his daughter to a married with

children. Imagine the daughter was 18 and the man had-gez2sold child. He

had sold his daughter and the husbatedbe had given in exchange a piece of

fryRZ Y& FIGKSNJ KFR KSIFNR GKS aid2N® |yR
dza X 2sgbketo my mother, we made the decision, one night we escaped, we
wenttostayd Y& &A & nightivé had d@rédtly2ajké&l to the smuggler

YR SOSNRBUOKAYIAXE

From the perspective of the mother, Naghnthe decision to leave was thenly
option she hadto saveher daughter. Motherdaughter relationships arerucial to the
decision and planning of migratioaespeciallyin cases of forced marriag&.hroughout
Moska and Nagham stories the bond between theomsisted irthe promise to save each
other, which gave the strength, love and courage to go through their plan. Naghma
describes the emotional and physical struggle she was going through in her marriage with
the bargaining and selling of her daughter, Moska, appearing as catalytic for her decision to
leave her lusband:

Ga@ KdzzaolyR 3FYo0ofSRZ KS KIR f2aid SOSNRBGOKA
YR &aAyOS KS KIR f2al SOSNRBIOKAYy3II KS RARY
a2 KS Lizi Yé RIdZAKGSNI FyR KS f2a0 Yeé RI dz3
very strongi KSe& O02dz R O02YS YR GF1S KSNI I gl &Xdd

"IFRCAlone and Unsafe: Children Migration and Sexual and GeBased Violence2018, p. 15; UNHCR,
UNFPA, WR@jitial Assessment Report: Protection Risks for Women and Girls in the European Refugee and

Migrant Crisis2016, p. 6.
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no other way, they only thing | thought is to take my daughter and leave
I FAKI YAAGE Yy dE

In other cases, gended I 8 SR @A 2f Sy O0S R2SayQi adGSY FNRY
from the acts ofan abusive father and husband. Instead, it emerges as a result of the rise of
jihad organizations, totalitarianism and civil war in the country of origin. War rapes, forced
marriages, girl abductions become an everyday threat for girls and their mothiéts.N&l* NJ- K Q a
story sheds light to the intersections of gender violence with the rise of Taliban in
Afghanistan.During their rule from 1996 to 2001, the Taliban and their allies committed
massacres against Afghan civilians, denied UN food supplies to 1&8ad@dg civilians and
conducted a policy acorched earthburning vast areas of fertile land and destroying tens
of thousands of home¥According to theUnited Nations the Taliban and their allies were
responsible for 76% of Afghaivilian casualtie; 2010, 80% in 2011, and 80% in 2812.

Shararah currently lives in the Purple HouS®e migrated with her mother and sister
from Afghanistarone year agpyet she lost them during the journey.

& Mhen Taliban caught my father, they took the cell phome lost contact for

a2YS GAYSET L O2dA R y20 FAYR Y& &aAraidSNXL f
lived, there were the Taliban, they caught my father and then forced us, they
T2ZNOSR dza (2 YINNE 6AGK2dzi 2dzNJ erAff s YS
RSOARSR G2 tSIF@S 9XY Y& VY20KSNJ GK2dAaAKG
0K2dAKG 2F Y& 0NER(KSNXCOGakdainswitli tke§idé O2 dz2f R O

The Taliban have been condemned internationally for the harsh enforcement of their
interpretation of Islanic Sharia law, which has resulted in the brutal treatment of many
Afghans, especiallpomen®¢ KS ¢ f A6l yQa LIt AOASa SEGUSYRSR
in some cases encouraging the marriages of girls under the age of 16. Amnesty International
reported that 80 percent of Afghan marriages were considered to be by forfeK I NI NJ K Q&
aG2NR faz2 LRAyGa 2dz2i GKS NRfS 2F Y2UKSNBR A\
by her mother. Similarly to Moska, the mothefaughter bonds crucialto the planning of
the journey, denoting the emergence of a sisterhood of some kind

® Gargan, Edward ATaliban massacres outlined for UNChicago Tribune, October 200Gpodson, Larty

O0U.N. says Taliban starving hungry people for military agemskssociated Press, Janud898; Goodson, Larry

t ®Afglanistan's Endless War: State Failure, Regional Politics and the Rise of thef Talibany A @S NA A i &
Washington Press, 2001, 121; Gargan,9 R ¢ | NJZonfidénfial WN report details mass killings of civilian
villagers'; Newsday. 2001.

°Fa a detailed report on civilian casualties in Afghanistan see the Afghanistan Analysts Network:
https://www.afghanistananalysts.org/en/

OSkait w2aSYFNRASE a¢KS 62YSy 2% ADBKNYVAYREYHOAMRENLIODK @ O
nA Woman Among Warlords: Women's Rights in the Taliban andTRtisan Eras'PBS. 11 Septeer

2007, Retrieved from: https://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/uncategorizedavomanamongwarlords
womensrightsin-the-taliban-and-post-taliban-eras/66/.
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http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2001-10-12/news/0110120312_1_taliban-fighters-massacres-in-recent-years-mullah-mohammed-omar
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_product=NewsLibrary&p_multi=APAB&d_place=APAB&p_theme=newslibrary2&p_action=search&p_maxdocs=200&p_topdoc=1&p_text_direct-0=0F8B4F98500EA0F8&p_field_direct-0=document_id&p_perpage=10&p_sort=YMD_date:D&s_trackval=GooglePM
https://archive.org/details/afghanistansendl00good
https://archive.org/details/afghanistansendl00good/page/121
https://web.archive.org/web/20021118162327/http:/www.papillonsartpalace.com/massacre.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20021118162327/http:/www.papillonsartpalace.com/massacre.htm
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/episodes/a-woman-among-warlords/womens-rights-in-the-taliban-and-post-taliban-eras/66/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/uncategorized/a-woman-among-warlords-womens-rights-in-the-taliban-and-post-taliban-eras/66/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/uncategorized/a-woman-among-warlords-womens-rights-in-the-taliban-and-post-taliban-eras/66/

Apart from forced marriges, some Afghan girls sdltky left the country, because
they had been raped by another family member. One of these girls was Asal from
Afghanistan whaalso lives at the Purple House for the past four months. From the very
beginning Asal disclosed that she left Iran because she was raped from one of her step
brothers and hetife was miserable and unsafe after this.

d was raped and | could not stay thethey could come near my house, outside
my door. And my mother would tell me | should leave, go somewhere secure. For
AAE Y2yGK&a L o6& RSLINBaaSR YR RARyQid fSI
YR RARY QO 32 2dzio LG 4d Ixried all BStMER, mK I NR & A
sister and my brother came over and | would tell them that | want to leave. My

motherinft I ¢ a2 @(G2f{R YS OGKIG L KFE@S G2 tSk @S

In many cases, gendebased violence, including domestic violence, continues
throughout the jouney and upon arrival to Greetdsee also literature review)Bahar
migrated from Iran 2 years ago with her father and her stegther. She is n@ staying at
the Purple HouseShe expressed her distress with the abuse she suffered from her father
and saidshe is afraid to leave the shelter in case she runs into him. Despite the fact that
gender o ASR @GA2f SyO0OS KSNBE R2SayQi OdngeBaali (KS
F2ff26SR KSNJ Tl (K.Snthésaik $hOwas noRigfornied whyeg EaNlt G S
to leave. What needs to be noted is that gendesed violenceemerges as an ongoing
FaLlSod GKFG FFFSOGa . I KFNRa tAFS Ay (KS LINB:
zone for children athe Reception and Identificationentre andshe s still afraid to leave
GKS aKStIiSNY . I KFENRa adG§2NE 06 NRY JasedivblenceK S T2 N
GKAOK | FFSOG& + IANIQa fAFS O2dzNBSSE 0STF2NB Y

XY@ Tl idKSN RARy{ranfoSriéxpamdtio 2y 1@ KSOKRZSE 1 2
KS OFI'YS 2dziaARS IyYyR GKNBIFGISYSR YSo® IS G2f
gKFEGQa gl AGAY3T F2N 82dzdé 9XY | g2Yly NBALR
KStLI L OFYS KSNBE 9XY aé TiheidsSarkedtansll @ & KA {
YFERS Al 2y KSN)I 2¢6yd {(GAfft Yeé FrFraKSNI KAO K
G2 32 o001 G2 UGUKA&DE

2 Medecins Sans Frontieres, Mori@pctors Without Boarders Clarification Respanke October 2018in

Greek] Digidiki, V. & Bhabha,.,JEmergency Within an Emergency: The Growing Epidemic of Sexual
Exploitation and Abuse of Migrant Children in Gredd¢arvard FXB: Centre for Health and Human Righis/,

P.2LFARE ! YRNAIFI YA 9 - @0KFfAZT *+ANBAYALFI® a¢KS / 2y {Aydzdzy ;
Work and Society Vol. 15 (2), 2017, p. 10; UNHCR, UNFPAnW&@ssessment Report: Protection Risks for

Women and Girls in the European Refugee and Migrant (2316, p. 10.
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2.1.2 Oppressed ethnic minorities, war and political persecution in the country of origin

A number of Afghan girls and families whortgapated in this study have lived in
Iran either their whole lives or a period of time. With the aim to better understand and
contextualise the narratives of Afghan families with adolescent girls who left Iran we will
look briefly at the recent changes iranian governmental policthat severely affected
I ¥ 3 K btafud @nd everyday lives. In 2003, the government of Iran signed a revised
Tripartite Agreement with the government of Afghanistan and UNHCR to facilitate the
voluntary return of Afghans by Meln 2005. Between 2002 and 2004, over three quarters of
a million Afghans returned from Iran with the voluntary repatriation operafidm late
2004, it was estimated that a little over one million documented AfgHaesnained in Iran.

In 2003, under Artile 138 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, eleven
articles with discriminatory effectsfor the Afghan minoritywere approved by Member
Ministers of the Executive Gmdination Council for Foreign Nationals8 These
discriminatory policiesand their repercussions on the human rights situation of Afghan
refugees emerged as key factors fimgration. In particular, the deniadf fundamental
rights (access to education, heattre work andadministrative servicgsfollowed by
political persection andforcedarrestshappeningon the streetwere mentioned by certain
Afghan families as part of the reasadhgy decided to migrateForsome familieschange of
faith and religion from Muslimto Chistian- acted asone more parameter affecting their
decision to migrateFor example, an Afghan family, who lived in Iran for more than 30
years, left oncehe government changed and the father could no longer work, take his
childrento school ad maintain a social life. Tretory of Habib and his familyeshotes the
sociocultural discrimination, racism and fear they experienced once the government of Iran

BabbasiShavazi, M.J.Glazebrook, D., Jamshidiha, G., Mahmoudian, H. & Sadeghi,nR fR&turndto
Afghanistan? { G dzR& 2 F | T 3K [Ajglaniftah BeseArah ahdyEvatu&tisnNInit{AREU) with the
support of UNHCR & European Commission, 2005, p.2.

“This figure is based on a report by the UNHCR using data from the 2003 BgiBtéation project. The
GSNX¥Ya aNBIAAGSNBRE YyR aR20dzySyiSRé¢ ! FIKIya tABAy3
(Regulations on accelerating repatriation) that differentiates Afghan nationals in terms of those who have
been registered bBAFIA in 2003.

PekSasS StSOSy FNIAOfSa 6SNB (AlGf SR awS3dzA dAz2zya 2y |«
a number of discriminatory policies that affected the livelihood of Afghans in Iran. More specifically, article 3
concerned theprevention of unauthorised employment of Afghan nationals by taking legal action against
Iranian employers who employed Afghan nationals without work permits. Article 4 prohibited Afghan
nationals, except for those who entered the country holding a vadissport and visa and were issued with a
residence permit, from the following facilities: all administrative services; activities in all parties and political,
social and cultural groups of Afghan displaced persons; opening of new accounts in banks @stfiete

loan associations and financial and credit institutions; and issuance and extension of any kind of insurance
policy and provision of insurance services. Article 5 stated that the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
Organisation (IRIB) would prmte and encourage Afghan nationals to return to Afghanistan, and would warn
Iranian citizens about illegally employing or settling Afghan nationals. Article 8 stated that renting
accommodation to Afghan nationals, except for those who have entered thetigowith a valid passport and

visa and who have been issued with a residence permit, was prohibited except with the permission of the
provincial BAFIA officed\lbasiShavazi, M.JGlazebrook, D., Jamshidiha, G, Mahmoudian, H. & Sadeghi, R.,
6Return to Aghanistan?! { G dzR& 2 F | T3 K| ¥ighanjstangResearch And EvialGakoNIUyite =
(AREU) with the support of UNHCR & European Commission, 2005, p. 2).
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signed the revised Tripartite Agreement with the government of Afghanistan and UNHCR to
facilitate the voluntary return of Afghans by Mar@B05. Inaddit 2y > G KS FI YA & Q:
conversionis also mentioned as a factor for their decision to leave a Mudbminated

O2dzy UNEBE GKIFG R2SayQid Fftt2g GKS LINFYOGAOS 2F 2

Habilh & ¢ K-Righfly@ars ago when | was in Iran, nobody from the government

of Afghanistan came to support its people. During that time in Iran, | felt Iran

gl a Y& K2YS O02dzyiNEXL RARYQU 0StAS@OS L ¢
there, it was good. The people were good with us. When the government

changed, gradually the peoplechangal. The first years(with the new

government) my bas would tell melgo away filthy Afghan, go to your
countynd XY 2 KSyYy L ¢g2dzZA R 3I2 (2 62N]Z L o a dz
When they saw an Afghan on the street they would take him in a canteask

FT2N) Y2y Seé & LtReménandy, tRey WoyilQtiake Fol 8 Bfghanistan,

they would deport you, then you had to pay money to smuggleselfback in

the country. Except from these problems, | also changed religion, this was one

more reasontd S| @S d¢

The two adolescent sistersGulpari and Larminarecall their exclusion from
education and schooling as well as their difficulty to learn (outside the school system)
lranian Farsit YR O02YYdzyAOI S GKAT S thetAigRansoSthe 3 G| |
neighborhoodp €

GCKSNBE 6SNB LINRPO6fSYAa AYy LNFY®, neithed2 dzZ R y 2 (i
L y2NJ Yeé sayad @uipariyia léan WeXcouid hot go to school, it was

not allowed. Our dream was to go to school, to study. We had only passed

outside it KS & @hiy2bdth argued Our father brought us a teacher at

homeforf S& a2 Wa&XFIMNBIA | NBE y20 a2 3I22R (2 NBI

a1 GKSY 9XY !yiAt y @SINBR 2fR L RARYQI
lcouldnotcommyiA OF 6S 9XY LG 61 & KEFENR (2 a20A1 A
our fatherwas fromd FIAKEF YA A G Yy I ¢ 8aksIarmibA Ry Qi € SG  dza

Moreover, the two sisters praised theligiousfreedom they experience in Greece
and saidd XLy LNJyYy GKSe@ CHigtigh. Iy Igaf thereSaile odly2twin typeS of
adzaf AYAXLY LN}Y GKSNB gla I €20 2F NIrOAaAadax
0 KSe& RARY QiWhatGHddd bé noted Hereé @ ¢hat girls and their parents employ
the notion of cleanlinesslfirtiness totalk aboutracism. This indicates how racisgoes
beyonddiscriminatory laws, it i biopolitical mechanism, which &ncrypted in the way
02RAS& I NB 2dzifl SR a4 GRANL@EF az2dzi 2F LI I C

®52daf [ tadeNJadde Yy R 5Fy3ISNY 'y Iyl fearda 27 Raed&LIia 27
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Another Iranian girl, Malakeh,talked about the persecution of her family from the
Army of Guardians of the Islamic StateS LINThe prosecution of her father from people
in the Iranian Armed Forcawith threats against his life and that of his family drove
al f I 1 SKQuayfdmnyah.t & |

GXb2 AG 6layQi F2NI NBfAIAz2dza NBlazya GK
62Nl SR 6AGK &a2YS02Reé LRgSNFdxZ FyR 6K
guy had a lot of power, he was from a family that took part in the war, they had

many family members in the war, they could harm my father. He w&LINK X A G Qa

fA1S GKS aSONKIQaa SNIA Sy f keSadblah faiviny (0 dza G K |
FIOKSNY LOIQa Fftaz2z GKFEG {SLINK OFy FTAYR AyT
FLYAfes oBODKyRB8eIaAtf KINY FEf Yeé FlYAf @

Finally,we talked withtwo Syrian girls who weréleeing after the wain Syria They
described watching their country fall into pieces, their houses bomizeu] their lives
scattered @ X LI NBy (i a 2 ANy OKAX RNBSWYENIOKEI R OKAf RNJI
very bad there, Syria is now a million pigécemys Feresteh who left her mother and siblings
back in Syria and migrated with heruntled KSNJ Fl YAt & RARY QU g1l yi
Shke now lives athe Purple House. The stories of soByrian families shed light on cases of
political persecutiorwhich took placébefore the outbreak of the war in 2011. For 17 years,
Mohammed, father of 16 years old Yara, was imprisoned in Syria for his politicaltoo s
once he was released, he got married and later moved to Iraq with his wife and children
where they stayedor two years but agaimi L2 f AGA Ol f S@SyiGa aLIAtftSF
things, the same problems and we had to leave.

2.1.3 Oppressed sexual mindgies in the country of origin

l'a |t NBFR& a4dzZ33S&a0SR 3IANI & YAINIGS F2N RA
Y2@S¢ Aa y24 | dzyAFASR OFrGS3a2NR® DANI A KI
backgrounds, different family networks of support,danlso different sexual orientati@n
YR ARSIF& INRdzyR 62YSyQa a20Alf NRBfSod | SaiKS
House speaks a lot abouear of the future as a lesbian in Iran. Once she was 16 years old
she came to realise that she wduhot be able to have a good life as a leshrairan With

7{ § Laorisists a branch of theanian Armed Forcesounded after thelranian Revolutioron 22 April 1979

by order of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Whereas lttaaian Armydefendsiranianborders and maintains

internal order, according to thianian constitution the Revolutionary Guard (pasdaran) is intended to protect

the country'sislamic political systemNowadays, it is estimated that orthird of the Iranian economy is

controlled by the Iranian Revolutionary Guanad its leaders.

8 For more information on the power of the Iranian Revolutionary Guaid S LINsKe:
https://www.aljazeera.com/focus/2010/04/2010421104845169224.htrRbrozan, HaA ¢ KS aAf A0+ NBE Ay
wS@2ftdziA2yFNE LNIYY ¢KS 9@2tdziAzy FyR w2ftSa 2F (GKS
G¢KS !erd2tftlKyga tNISG2NAFYyayY ¢KS LatlYAO WMiSde2ft dziA2y
East JournalVolume 64, Number 4, Autumn 2010, pg3;558.
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the support of her mother, she decided to migrate amé&naged to takeher life on her
hands.Reports on lesbians in Iran are rare and only provide generic statements regarding
the illegality of @y and lesbian behaviour in Ira¥iet, lesbians face double restrictions on
their rights as women who are restricted under Sharia law and as-sameesiring women

who are outlawed given the criminalisation of sassex conductvith the penalty of death.

This discriminatory legal framework also feeds into widespread social intolerance and hate
towards samesex desiring peopl&,

G9XY LG ¢Fa Y& OK2A0S (2 tSIF@S 6SOFdzaSX™ ¢
the government and the society. At that time |dida K @S | 20 2F LINE
| was thinking that in the future | will have a lot of problems. | was talking with

Y& Y2UKSWXYIAsbBaldKAYRE nfeloittSiiother, IBAIRY Qi O2
her | have problems with my father, | have problems with tleealifd stuff. My

Y20KSNJ KSELISR YS 9XY Ly LNy 2N ! FIKFYyAA
R2y Qi 3IABS (GKSY GKS O2yFARSYOS (GKIO 62Y¢
SOSNEUOKAYID LIQa fA1S SOSNEBEGKAY3I Aa | NRBdz
women, they should marryhave children, clean the house hibéy are not born

T2NJ 0KI GX¢

| SAGRSKME A 2Y ( she WoSld & prableyishSth with the government
andsociety aK2gad K2¢g (GKS 02dzyRINASA 0 SyiareSidd/ a@2f
It seems that themigration of girlscan be an expression of agency and empowerment as
well as an expression of victimhoddy R S E LJ 2 A (i | (dctve/ apentt passived A y | N.
GAOGAYE A& Yy20KAY3I Y2NB (KL ythelcoedseycd 6f NarO G A 2 v
at the sametime; thus, girls are victims of forced displacement, war conflict, domestic
violence as much as they are iaetagents who try to takkfe on their hands.

All the stories presented so far affirm that girls on the m@re an heterogeneous
group. Various factors come into play astage the decision to migratedifferent girls
migrate in different ways and for different reasomdore specifically,family relations in the
country of origin, family and peer networks siipport,homosexuality sudden socigpolitical
changes (changes in governmental policy), war but also ongoing struetniexice define in
fundamental ways the experiences of migrant girls and their parents who are intrinsically
involved in the planningfahe journey.By structuraliolence we are referring to the kind of
patriarchal violence that takes place whemvomen are left to suffer in agonizing
circumstances that arebiopolitically normalized® In this framework, we include the
exertion of patriar& £ O2y G NRPf 2@SNJ IANI aQ o02RASAI G NJ
violence including intolerance to sarsex sexualitynepotism andmilitarization. Girls find

YhdziNAIKG ' OGAZY LY
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2014: 404425.

GSNY I GAZYI
N

-fY . SAy3
-3SReé YR ¥FIN

[ §
OSY ok



themselves entangled in structures of power that control the ways they learn and think
about their bodies whereas they strive to break through them in an effort to formulate
another type of livingTo give an examp)élestherreflectson how patriarchal structures in
Iran teach girls to behave icertain waysand not in other& cadse in Irareverything is
about boy€ as she saysBy volunteering as basketball coach foAfghan girls Hesther
aspires to give girls the confidence to see themselbegond the waythey have been

0 I dz3Bedairse ia Iran girls are like women should marry, havérehj clean the house,
they are not born for that® €

2.2 Planning the journey: Decisiamaking, destination, promises and fears

The girls described how the journey was planned, what they took with them, how
they funded it and the promises they madettte people they left behind. Most of the girls
who were interviewed travelled with their parents or @hfamily relatives. Athe survey
questiond 5A R @2dz (NI @St | fodt ¢f @6giNesgordadihep tinveletB K ¢ 1
alone. Girls took with ttm a pair of clothes, food, mobile phone and any sort of paper
school degree, ID cardahich provedwho they were and what they have achieved in their
life- athings | was proud éf says MalakehThese items were either lostnd/or destroyed
during the purneyand/or confiscated and/or smasheg@.g. mobile phones) byoliceborder
guards The loss of personal items, especially mobile phones, was mentioned by some girls
as loss of personal histargf past memories, andof A FS o6 0] daGKSANEFPe . Sf
year old Afghan girl, who loves Billie Ellish and wants to go to America, narrates with great
sadness the loss of her phone a%kind ofloss of hempast life a loss ofdentity. Thus, girls
attach value on personalliSYa T A G Qa ( Kh® past) tdtBeyoutSdO wdrl@ lyut G 2
also a way of maintaining some sense of-selfitrol against police brutality, dispossession
and injustice.

GAll the things wehad g A 1 K dza > | ff> SOSNEBOKAY3I (GKSe& 7
L2 f AOSYF Y 3l GKS NEaR crying Sausé thelzfwverX kakirg our
LIK2y SaXL (A&aSR Y& LK2yS FtyR 3L@8S Al I ¢
policeman was telling me not to cry and that he would give my phone back
G2Y2NNRg YR L aKz2dzZ R y20 ONEBX! fnal, Y& fATFS
photos, moments, everything was there. It was very important to me. The
L2t AO0OSYSY OKIy3aSRXIff GKS GKAy3a ¢S KIRX i

Many girls, who travelled with their parents, said they were not aware of the
destination until they reache a border, a seashore, a forest. Throughout the journey, they
were often asleepand could not really remember the places they passed and/or the
countries they crossed. In addition, theyere not that muchinvolved in choices regarding
the route and destiation.
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@ SNE2YylFffe L RARYQG o¢Fyld (2 R2 (0KAAa 22 dzN
G2t R YS 4SS KI@S G2 tSIF@S o0dzi L RARYQU 41ty
f SIS 9XY L RARYQG (y26 6KSNB ¢S 6SNB 3;
T I (i kécNibh&o leave. | had my life in Iran. | went to the gym, to my classes.

We had a good life, | could not imagine we would ever leave, go somewhere

Stas | yR 0 S Csays Malakehthedranta® girk who migrated with

her family because of her fafhN& LJzNBRdzA G o6& YSYoSNB 2
Revolutionary Army{ S LIN K @

G¢KSe KIFIRyQu 02fR YS lyeldKAyaIXxazYS Rl e&a
f SI @S> e2dz KIS G2 LI O] @e2dz2NJ dKAy3IaxL gt
this was the kind of emotion | hadsaysBahar who left with her fathebut

currently lives at the Purple Hous#one due to ongoing domestic abuse.

Some of thegirls who wereinterviewed said they had no prior knowledge or idea
about the risks they would face during the journey. One girl exaed that she would not
have embarked on the journey if she had known beforehand and when asked what she
would advise another girl who wishes to migrate sl us & X L 1 Qa4 @SNE KI NR (2
to do, on the one hand, she has to face the sea andrithuggler and on the other, | want her
G2 ONRaa AT aKS ¢Somégirlskwh@were sepamtbdifiprBtiiedr fAniki dzNB o ¢
either during thejourney orhad to leavethem behind talk about the promise they gave to
their mothers to make the journeytp see them agin, to take care of thenby sending
money, by bringing them to Greecetc (the latter entails girlopening the way for the
FlLYAf@Qa NBdzyAFTAOMNKLZ Vg I Wyl Hiy22 (0KNSING 30 2Ydey GYNZBIOKYS
KSNXYe Y20KSK 632y Y daGkkNR ™2 adzLJLI2 NI YSXYe@ RNB
K S NsBys Bahar.

While accompanied girls received the direct protection and financial support of their
parents and were less involved in making decisions regarding the journey, routes or
destination, girls who travelled with peer groupdriends they met during the journegr
other family relatives (uncles, cousins, sistetaw) seem moreinvolved in the decision
making process. Still, their parents funded the journey and in some cases, travetted wi
GKSY dzy At | OSNIFAY LRAyGd® C2N) SEFYLX S 1S
Serbia by plane and then went back to Iran.

Girls stayed for short or long periods of time in transit countrigsrbia and Turkey
from one month to a year beferthey could continue the journey.Throughout this period,
they stayed with relatives or at camps while waiting to receive the money to continue their
journey. At least 5 girls said they attempted to cross borders more than once but were
caught and forcily returned back to the country of origin or to a transit country (Turkédy):
attempted four times this journey, twice from Syria to Turkey with my brothers and twice

L See also our survey, the average duration of the journey is 8.7 months drawing from 24 girls (61% of the
total sample).
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from Syria to Turkey witmy Y 2 i KshysFeresteh.HE durationof the journey as welhs
the dangers (separation from family members, loss of personal items, arrest, detention and
deportation)vary according tofamilial planning andsocialnetworks of support. Throughout
the journey, families develop strategies of survivalorder to facethe aboverisks. For
example, Mohammed, who attempted twice to cross tea to Greecevith his 7 children,
saysd 6S GSNB LINBLI NBERXZ ¢S KIR (2fR Yeé ¢6ATFTSQa
and that we would call him if we made itorelsewe fvdd K| @S | LJ | OS G2 32
The destination of the journey was decided beforehand by the family, only one girl,
Hesther, made choices on the way based on her preference. The others had made joint plans
with their family to go to Northern Europe, in coui@s where they had other relatives or
where they had dreams for a better lif€entral andNorthern European countries represent
idealised western lands of freedom, tlief I Y Ra 2 F wBedeMIJG BNBAY &€ £ S| R ¢
f A &8ya Mlohammed when asked i lwishes to stayn Greecewith his family:d DNBS S OS A &
' LI22N) O2dzy iNEZ (GKSNX Aa y2 OFLRAGIE 9XY 6S |
Syrian customs and traditiodsUnaccompanied igs dream to see their family again and
most of themstrive forsome sense of stabilitgiwantii 2 0SS a2 YSS6KSNB adl of
FNRY LJ I Ot &2 dEKIOBESRQE& RIdAKGISNE |, I NI @
Most of the parated and unaccompanied girls who live in shek@ugrple House
and Pink HouseRA Ry Qi g4I y i G2 &y lve visited tife PDrp&HOGS, dne 6fK S R
the girls, whon we later met, Feresteh,was missing. The psychologist and social worker
were worried. Later they informed us that she was caught at the airport trying to leave for
Germany or Austria tgo to heruncle Itimad,a bedouin girl from Kuwait, was waiting to
receive her airport ticket for London, where her brother lived; her request for family
reunification was finally processed. She could not stop smiling throughout the interview
even when she was narratirthe difficulties of her journeyand thesmuggle & I Welzd S
went on talking about London, thediity, and her dreams abolife there. Only Hesther,
who lived in the Pink house, was happy witér life in Athens. Bahar, Feresteh, Itimad,
Shararah, andRaha an Afgan girl from Iran, who travelled with her mother, and currently
lives at the Purple House due to hebusefrom her mother wanted to go to Northern
Europe Germany, UK, Austria.
Accompanied girls from Iran and Afghanistan who live with themily
independently in Athens (through accommodation programs provided by the state and run
by both state and nosstate actors i.e. NGOs) wersore prone to imagingheir future in
DNBSOS® ¢K2dzZAK {KSe ir il Restihdtion Zahdéexp@diScénCetns A a G |
about their life options they underlined how important it was to escape violence and live
gAGK fSaa 7TSIImhnk @dd that yeirBaOedithhre], &eraredvery proud for our
RSOAaA2yd LG 6l a (GKS 0S5 asasRBskeivind IRes in dthensy I RS
with her mother and sistersvialakeh, who migrated with her family for political reasons and
currently lives in a flat provided by an NGO, recalls leaving Iran without her wikaming
the wordarefugee Y
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GXL RARSydi®? OS2EX0odzi y2¢ L FSSt RATFTFSNEB
information about the journeyL  RARY Qi  S@Sy WNSTARISEnN 1 KS
meansd 2 dzNJ dzy RSNI Ay Ay 30 dé

All in all,the planning of the journey is linked to a translocal family network between
the country of origin and other countries. Girls travel on the basisti@itegic considerations,
preferences, and choices that households make around the best for the future of their girls.
The destination of the journey is a familial decision, it is usualtyesvhere far away, where
life is better and wherether family relatives can offer care and suppoite trip is either an
escape from an abusiviamily homeor war conflict or a journey planned wealhead in
search for a bettefuture. In any case, therare many stops, sebacks, andn some cases
many efforts to crossto the other side.Money is always an issue. The latter is usually
covered by the family, yet in search of money, giel their familiesmay end up labour
slaves, namely working with noaney in corn farms (this was the case of Yana her
family while staying in lzmir Finally, thereis a variety of journey experiencesd latent
differencesbetween accompanied and unaccompanied separated girlsegarding their
degree of involvementd the decisionmakingprocess As Hesther told ust 1 KSNB | NB Y I
RAFTFSNBYU 22daNySeasr GKSNBE Aa y2 2yS ad2NEX3A:
{X}
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QHAPTERHREE
THEJOURNEY

When the girls described their journeys to Greece the mgjarf them spoke about
the challenge of crossing borders. During the interviewsgetdetailed accounts of how
girls cross borders and we identified two routes of travelling by sea or by land. The sea route
includes travelling from Iran, Iraq and/or Afghstan to Turkey and crossing the Aegean sea
to Lesvos or Samos. The land route includes travelling from Iran, Iraq and/or Afghanistan to
Turkey over the river Evros to Greettowever, twogirls, Hestherand Ferestehtravelled
to Serbia, thenreachedthe Republic of Northern Macedoniand from therearrived to
Greece Both routes are hard and risky for girls and families, yet the dangers are different as
well as the means of transport. The duration of the journey varies depending on financial
resources ad network of support(see also survey)in every story there is a smuggler
invoMS R® DA NI & Q S E LIS NpassyrérSdatacket i fearfaly dz3 3t S NA&
As previously stated girls caot remember the places they passadd the borders
they crossed. This lossf memory is due to trauma, the kind thatannot be easily
verbalised, yet remains encrypted in the bo@athy Caruth, one of the central figures who
helped foster the boom in cultural trauma theory in the early 1990s, suggests that trauma is
an inherenf & & LI NI R 2 E A*OAn EvenS migliSHeJcdhsid@r&d traumatic to the
extent that it overwhelmed the psychic defenses and normal processes of registering
YSY2NE GN}OSad ¢Kdza>X GGNI dzYF 6AO SELISNASYyOSé.
paradox: that the most direct seeing of a violent event may occur as an absolute inability to
know it and put into language®Tlrauma cannot be verbalized in narrativie,emerges
through body memoriesin the ways girls talk and describe the experiences of thadies
on the move: from frozen body parts to exhaustion to wet clothes

3.1Travelling by land

The number of land arrivals are le€R2.752 land arrivals compared to 49.438 sea
arrivals in 201%), yet they are far less documented in terms of risksites and personal
experiences of adults, families and children. At least 5 of the girls who were interviewed
entered Greece by landvl Kl = al f {SKX CSNBaldSK> alaalK |
argued, girls do not always remember the crossing of brade the names of the countries
YR LXIFOSad ¢KSNB Aa | 3ISYySNIf asSyasS 2F RAA
SEIFQGtedé .St2¢ alfl 1SK {NRSal ménbrieg cddiNainj S K S|

2| | NYzi Kixclaimed Experience: ®z2Y 1 | YR (KS t 2 & ¥aledPrench (StudiddoF79,1 A & G 2 NB
Literature and the Ethical Question, 1991, pp. -18P.

% |bid, pp. 9192.

** UNHCRMediterranean Situation, Geee
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and greerlandsare what she recalls fro the trip. At some point, she asked the researcher
which countries are bordering Serbia and then said that she probably entered through
Macedonia.

GL FStt |aftSSLI F2NJ YIye K2dzZNBR 2y UKS o0dzax
RARY QU 1y2¢ 6IKSNBE @GESNBIBEBYXAG 61 a NIAYA
waited for the rain to stop, we were sitting undére roof ofan apartment, a

K2dzaSXL UGKAYy]1l 6S 6SNB Ay .dzZf 3FNARFZ { SNDAI
I NBdzy R { SNDAIFKSPPDYL Ra2IyABIR2YWMD XL MK{I RO 2d2f F
aiNBaaz L OFyQl NBYSYOSNI 6KSNBE ¢S 6SNB> Gf

Feresteh travelled with her uncle, yet once she arrived to Ethmasugh Turkeyshe
was put under protective custody and was separated from her uncle. The Greek words
GFef A aAXY OBRIBINIRA ¢ O00GKS yIFEYS 2F GKS avyrtt OAf
held for several monthsat the Reception and Identification Centaimnder protective
custody were intermixed throughout the interview. The researcher clarified with the help
of 0 KS AYUSNILINBGSNI (KI { wherd Sde @& s andépridtecivik S o F &
Odzai2R&0 ¢ & inTadditidn)] dséalreddyINdied #ythe diterature review,
NBEIINRAY3I GKS dzyl OOSLIil 0t S LINI OGAOS uBal & LINE (
Rights (ECHR) has ruled against Greece in the case of H.A. v. Greece finding that the
detention conditions in which the minors had been subjected to in various police stations
602dz2 R 6S NBII NRSR ®lesposkReial thid Vit tfiedundiisiNahd ilick Sy G ¢
Y6IEGdzZNE 2F GLINRPGSOGAQGS Odzali2Re¢ o

GCNBY ¢dz2NJ] S& (2 DNBSOS 4SS 41 t1SRXL R2yQi
village and then a city, between 10ph2pm, then we walked from 12pGam

YR NBIFOKSR GKS 02NRSN 9 Wepags&l byadriver, F &  F2
we stayed for two hours and they began taking us in groups. | went with the first
IANRPdzL) 6dzi GKSe Lizi dza 2y | @gNRy3d o6dzad ¢KS

to prison forrecording. This lasted two days. In the beginning weewal
together, then they put me in prison. Then they told me you have to go to
G Fefl fasistaged whiat wéuld happen ¥oS @ ¢

CSNBaiSK RSaONAOSa KSNI O2yFdzaAzy |a (G2 6K
as if she was constantly walking intilwe unknown. Massah gave a closer account of her
journey. Massah migrated from Iran with her mother because of problems they had with her
father and his second family. She was separated from her mother throughout the journey
and currently lives at the Pulg House. When we met, she was wearing a distinctive cross
on her neckto indicate her conversion to Christianitg short blue chequers dress @&ihe

% European Court of Human Righéslnaccompanied alien minors detained in degrading conditions in Greek
police stations: a number of violatio§)Press Releas28.02.2019.
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had very long brown hair;he entered the living room in a joyful manner, she commented

on my pink hairand said that she is happy to see me. Massah spoke a little English so we
began talking in broken English using our hands along with short phrases and words in
English. She smiled and asked if | knew Billy Ellish. | nodded negatively. She was shocked to
hear | was not aware of the No.1 teen signer. | blamed our generation gap and asked her to
show me. She grabbed her phone and opened youtube videos of Billie Ellish. We shuffled
OKNRdzZAK GKS a2 yyBuiare béabitifuSike hér,fol§ mard bedltd & Ky K S N
You are my Bilie Eligh. ' & GKIFI G Y2YSyd L (ySse GKAa Sy
researcher and as a person working in the refugee field. The interpreter arrived, we went
through the formalities of signing consent forms and | switched onithe LIS NXB 02 NR S NJ
enough to say that throughout the discussion Massah lostdwul smile. Her recollection

of the journey was intense, both for her and for the researcher.

GXCNRBY ¢dzN] S& G2 DNBSOS Al 41 & &SNE KIF NRX
FNRY ¢dzNJ S& (2 DNBSOSX6S GNASRIE 6S GNASRX
days in the snow. The second time, three days it was raining, we stayed in the

rain. The first time we reached a town, Dimiko. Because we were a lot of people

the police aught us. The first time was very hard. All the things we had with us,

the police took it. The behaviour of the policemen was very bad, it was awful. We

stayed in jail for one night. All the things we had with us, they found them, they

G221 0KSY Xsiback® their®e?, fat the border between TurkByeece

YR 0dz2NYySR 2dzNJ KAy3&a Ay FNRyYyOd 2F dzaXxoed 2 S
gSFNRAY3I Ylala a2z ¢S O2dAZ R y244 asSS (GKSAN 7
down, whoever moved, they beat... It wagwéard. Four days we were the

snow. Fourdayswe slepfi 0 KS ay2¢XLG 6+ & dzLJ dzy GAf 2 dzN.
so close to the road, when a car passed, we had to fall on the snow, all of a

sudden, so they would not see us. Every time we tried to cregss ihard, trying

to avoid the cars from seeings, the police catching us ataking all our things.

The days in the snow were so hard. Imagine beingfieardays in the forests, in

the snow, with no food, nothing. The last night, when | woke up, Mgstenses,

| was frozen. | had frozen and lost my senses from the cold, evaakeff

GKSANI 2+ O1Si0 FyR Llzi GKSY 2y YS a2 L ¢ 2dz |

Massah remembers the snow and her body freezing to death; relgalls the cold
water and crossingvers alongg A it K KSNJ 02 Ré Q& SEKIFdzAGA2Y SKAT
and forests. Her body is a cartography of memories, it is through the sensorial that she
recalls the change of means of transpart the car her body was squeezed, when walking
her body was exposkto the snow. Missah shared the sadness and rage she felt about
police brutality & K S 1 S LJG theydalSdveryihyig] all dhey téc She tells me that if
she could (meaning if she had the power) she would sue the policemen who behaved like
that. Ske also mentioned that there is a video they managed to record wlhelg sent to a
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private channel i NJtoySshow how policemen in Greece treatéuBy the end she claimed

GKFG L dzaS KSN) 26y yIYS Ay (K SanyorielwgoeaddNA LIG |

this to know it was me who said these wotdEhis reflects her discomfort with the process

of anonymity, that is, being informed that she will be given a code (instead of her name)

once she signed the consent form. It seems that the discourses GDs\regarding

O2YyFARSYUALFEAGE YR Iy 2y &éesikeicklaindr@nindiNduddity. O4 SR

By giving me her full name she claimed her independence. This act consiseglarit

performative utteranc&®where i KS aal 8 Ay 3¢ 2Her tHe Statds yilsyb@ct I NI y

AyaidSIR 2F 0SAy3a NBRdAzZOSR (2 I 3ISYSNAO OF(GS3z2
| SAGKSNRAa aA0G2NEB Aa a2YSoKI i ndher dndl BBojal Ay |

by plane, whereshe stayed at a camipr 1-2 morths and decided to come to Greece to live

abetter lifeasalesbiadlJS2 LX S G2t R YS AdGQa 0%0{ &K X6 FONS

a group of friends she met at the camp. Her journey involved walking, taking a cab, taking

the train to Northern Ma®donia and taking the bus to Thessaloniki, where she was

homeless for some time until a social worker randomly located her and sent her to the local

police station. She stayed there f@rweeksunder protective custodyntil she found a

shelter (Pink Hougeand has been living there for the past one year and a half. Below, she

narrates the change of means of transport which was pretty disorientaforg the

researcherevenwhengoing throughthe interview transcript.

GThe police took us from train and bght us to the Macedonian border. We

walked for 15 hours to arrive at the border. We took a taxi, we paid double, and

we went to the bus station and from there we tdok 6 dzA X® L ¢Sy d G2 |
the border. The police took us aggk} | had met anothercouple from Iran, the

boy spoke Serbian. They put us in a cdonghree days near the border. After 3

RFeasx (GKSe& G221 dzaXAd sla | GNFXrAy adagraazy
take us. In Greece no police showed up. We walked@urs, they foundai X g S

g A0SR F2NJ I o6dza (2 O2YSXL R2yQi (1y2¢ GKS
0dza Ol YS>Y ¢S 062dzaKG | GAO1 SO F2N ¢KSaalf2
3SGGAY3 O2fRX L gl a NBIFffe& FdzO1 SR dzLJs GKS
st A2y G2 &dl & (KSNBY bwad homédeSse | hRdAmoy Qi G I |
Y2ySeX! 3JANI FTNRBY ! NAAA F2dzyR YS 2y (GKS
found me and brought me to the office of Arsis in Thessaloniki. She wrote a letter

for the police statig 9 dddY L KIFIR F 28 2F LINRPo6fSYa o
Y2ySes L 320 KdzyaNBE>I GKANRGEeX L RARYQU KJ
AaUNBSGDE

ax

PWo[ @ dzaldAysS dal2¢ (G2 R2 (GKAYy3IEa 6AGK g2NRa¢s hEF2NR !
" As stated in the literature review it is the obligation of the police once an unaccompanied child is identified
to inform the Public Prosecutor for minors and fbe child to be put under protective custody.
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Travelling by land involves walking long distances from 10 to 15 hours in harsh weather
conditions (Masda); losing sense of space and time (Malakeh); facing police brutality
(Massah) as well as violence and detention under protective custody (experienced as
imprisonment by Feresteh); wandering the streets homeless and hungry (Hesther); and
being separated om family relatives (Massahyhe choice of the route is made by parents
or other family relatives with whom girls are travelling with the exception of Hesther, who
travelled with friends and chose the route herséif.addition, the choice of rout@efering
here to girlstravelling with parenty depends on rumours thatirculate amongst the
community regarding potential dangers and riskich are deeply genderetland routes
bring higherrisks with rape representing the main danger for women and dmlsother
cases, smugglers are in full control of the journey, including the choice of routes. Below,
az2KlFIYYSREZ | INrXQa FIIKSNE FYR 1 I0A0Z GKS TFI i
genderedriskfactors that informtheir route choices.

GL RARYEOXGKSEe G2fR dza GKFG oeé flyR @&2dz
Y2NBX(iKSe KIgZgSoopiKSe (2fR YSé Bapgsdz OFy 3
Mohammed who travelled with his family by sea from Izmir to Lesvos.

G¢KSe G2f R dza G KI GO aA BadariambersshidtioughA NI a4 (2
Rumania, others said that the bordpoliceguards rape girls and women so we

choose the sea routesays Habib who traVled with his wife and children via the

Aegean.

3.2Travelling by sea

Many girls and families from Afghistan, Iran and Syria arrive to Greacsually via
the Eastern Mediterranean route (from Turkey to Greece). The conditions of travelling have
been widely documentedovercrowded boats; violent operations of pushbacks by Hellenic
Coast Guard; risk @rowning?®In 2018 alone, at least 65 boys and girls have lost their lives
trying to reach Greece by land or sea from Turkeymong thegirls who nearly drowned is
Itimad who was thrown into the sea bthe Hellenic coastguardnce theylocated their
boat.

Yaa, who travelled with her father Mohammed, harother and siblings, waleeling
safe compared to separated girlsier recollection of the journey is fragmented, she recalls
crossing forests, shering in the cold, losing hedresses in the sea whetihey nearly
drowned, walking on a road with sharp nails and being constantly on alert for the police.

UNHCR Greec8ga Arrivals Dashboard, September 200, Fatal Journeys Volume 4: Missing Migrant
Children 2019, p. 16L7.

2 UNHCRDesperate Journeys: Refugee and Migrant Children Arriving in Europe and How to Strengthen their
Protection, 2019, p. 12.

30


https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/71691.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/fatal_journeys_4.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/fatal_journeys_4.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/71703
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/71703

GoodsS LI A3aSR o0& Ylyeé OAGASA 2F {&NRI G2
lot of people and walked through forests, we stayed in the cold, we slept
therSX86S KIR (2 €SIF@S 2dzNJ GKAy3da 0SKAYR Ay 3
S 6l f 1SR I tAGGES IyR GKS& G2fR dza CUKS |
forests, in some places there were nails on the road {...} we climbed mountains,

we went throughk 9SNBRT ¢S ¢Sy G GKNRdAdAK Fff OGKAAXE

Within this fragmented narrative girls appear to highlight different moments: Some
girls talk a lot about the hardness of the travel (the cold, the famine and the change of
scenery), others recall the frequent charsgen means of transport (Hesther) and finally
others remember the moment they lost their mothers &ad siblings. Below, Shararah
narrates the moment she was separated from her mother and siblings when she was forced
by the smuggler to get on another car. Skedy Qi Yl yIF A3SR (G2 f20FGS KS

GLY ¢dzNJ Seé ¢S oSNB (g2 3IAINRdzJA |yR Gg2 OF
brother were in one car and | was in another. | think the police may have caught
GKSYXL R2y Qi (1y26 6Kl BYRQIUWSYYRG 19 KSENBR @
I NB X (i K@eto gkt tRis car. | got on but there was no space for my family

YR KS alFlARXYX (GKSe& &alFlARX (KIFIG GKS@ gAftt O3
want to go. | wanted to be with my family. He told me to get off ButiL R2 y Qi
come with this car he will leave me there. And | had no choice but to get on this

OFNJ YR L t2ad Yé Fl YAfeXxXe

Other girls, like Moskagcall the changes in theeans of transportfrom car to van
the lack of ontrol over the journey and the moemt she and her family were forcefully
secluded Some girls speak about arriving very close to death and/or barely surviving while
others describe feeling powerless at the mercy of smugglers. Below, Moska recalls the
& R SN& RrStke van from Iran to Tkey and heforced seclusion in a room.

GLG 61 & OSNEB KINRX SOSNER Y2YSyid ¢S FIOS
O2dz RyQl O2yiGNRf gKIG gl a KIFILLISYAyITIood?
Nissan van, all of us in there, and through the mourgtdaive van was jumping,

every moment we felt we were about to fall and thelie( smugglers: our
explanation)RA Ry QG OFNB |0 Fffo 2SS gSyad Aydaz |
room, 40 people in that room....this was at the border between Iran and Turkey.

2SS gSNB GKSNB F2N) mn RI&aoé

R
S

The stories of parents regarding the sea journey are somewhat different in that adults
tend to recollect the details of the journey (means of transport,ney, borders etc) and
present themin a coherent mannewhereas girls pesent a more disorientated narrative
and underline the loss of care reflectedtime loss of basic needs (food, sleep, cleanness)
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and the experience of extreme bodily conditions (exhaustion, wetness, freezing). Parents

have been requested many times torrae their arrival to Greece for asylum services, RIC

centres etc. Still though their narratives are fragmented and their memories are scattered in

time and spacethe before, during and after of the journey becomes an enmeshed-time

space through which pants try to navigate their life and that of their children. Below,

Habib and Zarmisha, the parents of 9 children (6 girls and 3 boys), including the two
FR2f SAO0SyYy G 3IANI &X Ddzf LI NR YR [FNYAYIF XS yI NNI
lot abadzi (G KS 22 dzNy S &itwadihar8, dhos wdrdivenahard days3 162 6 S OIS NE
Fd 2y S LAY itEltabidif lasiedNdmillidr yeals 6 KA OKAE NIFEIS00Q
disorientation and exhaustion and sheds light on the temporal dimensfothe journey

which cannot be understooth terms of alinear and progressive notion of timeHabib

begins his narrative from the moment he left Iran with his family:

dFrom Iran we wnt to Turkey, in Teheran vieund a smuggler, we walked a lot,

thenthed G221 dza Ay | K2dzaS ¢AGK | t24 27F LIS
G2 NBfSIFaS GKS Y2ySeé ¢S Llzi |a 3IdzZ NI yiSSX
house there were many families and in another room there were only single

people with no family. Thatmigik. &a2YS 2F (KS LIS2LX S 6K2 {NJ
IAGSY Y2ySeé |yR (GKS avyda3aft SNR akKz2id 2ySXgS
afraid. At night we gave them the money and they put us in a van and brought us

G2 1TEATIFNYIFAaa2XCNRY (déSandoupok Sv& welie2afl R dza § 2
day on the streets, we had no place to stay. They put us on a bus, it was very

K24iX ¢6S 6SNB I LIWINRPEAYLFGSt& mpn LIS2L ST Yeé
KSNJ Ot 20KSa 2FF IyR ¢l a UGUNEBAYIwewe 2LISYy (K
AYyaARS GKIFG o0dzaoé

Habib narrates his trip from Iran t@€onstantinoplewhere they were left by the
smuggler on the streets. They could not find a place to stay since they had no passport or
identity documents(based on the survey the majority ofi¢ girls said they did not have
identity documents with them).They were wandering around the city and calling the
smuggler for help, who was not answering their calls. When he showed up he took them to a
shelter withother families and peopl&éom variouscountries. The next dalye putthem on
another bus for Imir. There he left them ah foresty S| NJ a2YSo2ReéQa f I yR
stayed there with no food or water for three day@t was cold, | had no clothes for the small
kid, on the way we had lostaf 2 dzNJ Of 20 KSaXgsS KIR y28KSNB (z
gl tydzi GNBSa G2 airild whenthey s fife tb waRn te@s8lids, tzdy & I NI
were caught by the land owner. They begged him to let them stay. However, he called the
border policeguards and they were taken to prison; they were locked tHerel1days with
no toilettes and only 45 minutes break to walk in an open space. Atpthirst, his wife,
Zarmisha, took over the discussion and begarrating the journey from the moment they
arrived at the seashore.
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1S G2fR dz& (GKS ySEG Y2NYyAy3a KS g2dA R G
GKSe G2ftR dza GKIFIGd 6S R2y Qi ySSR (KSY® ¢KS
dza odzi y20 GKS avYdzZa3af SN XY d8dasi2ft R dza
3pm and they brought the boat. They told us that they would bring the boat so

close that we would not wet our shoes. Instead we madéaman: our

explanatol OKF Ay > (GKS 41 0SNJ NBFOKSR 2dzNJ ySO]
daughters and myself and grandma we were at the lower deck, my husband

with some others and a young man were at another deck. The boat was going so

Flad GKFG olFaAaoltte 6S 6SNB 2y | ANE 2dzNJ K
a4 6S NBIFOKSR [ Sa@2 agavtlowRdRyhGhe walkeb i 2 FF 3
KIS (KS @ARS2axtka az2z2y |a (0KSe alg¢g GKS D
gl SN g6 AGK GKS GKNBIFIG 2F 3FAdzyas GKSe G2tR
First the men and boys got off and when they arrived to the woaral children,

they began throwing us. Fortunately, | had seen them throwing lifejackets in the

forests, | took them and told my daughters to wear them under their clothes. But

0KS o062&a |yR Yé KdzaolyR 6SNBE y20G 6SINAy3:
sawthlS o621 G | LILINRPFOK |yR (GKS& o6S3ly GFf{1AyYy:
throw us, another woman was on her knees begging them not to throw us in the

water, to return us back to Turkey. We had regretted it. But whatever we said, it

RARY QG YU 0SSNy huskéars thad ivérkes tor thdzidabt authorities

and he knew swimming as did another young man. Those who had no life jackets

were pulled first and so they pulled us towards the mountainreltiee Greeks

came and told u§DomQ i 06 S | F NI A Rp®hay 8amé with theirddat® S @& 2 dz
FyR 3F GKSNBR dzi o¢

%1 NJY Ararkativeia full with anguish and pain. She felt helpless throughout the sea
crossing, yet she clearly tried to protect her daughters from drowning by providing them
with life jackes (which she s&etly took atthe forest). Both Zarmisha and Habib developed
surviving mechanisms to cope with brutality, irrationality and actions happening beyond
their control. Their effort to attain some minimal control over the joeynconsisted in
keeping the chilcten warm (Habib) and giving them life jackets (Zarmisha). In addition,
B NYAAKFI Q& &a02NB FFFANYA o6KIFG Raamdyttabl Re ¢
travelling by sednvolves the risk of drowning due to pushbacks from the Hellenic Coast
Guards.

Somegirls expressed feelings of fear about crossing the sea and others were very
much concerned about losing their parerisd/or close kin with whom they were travelling.

®UN Committee Against TortureConcluding Observations on the Seventh Periodic Report of Greece
September 2019, [3-4.

%910M, Fatal Journeys Volume 4: Missing Migrant Child2619, p. 16L7.

% UNHCRDesperate JourneyRefugee and Migrant Children Arriving in Europe and How to Strengthen their
Protection 2019, p. 12.
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Throughout the interview girls were either detached or very much involved in the
recolection of traumatic events. Some girls cried and looked us in the eyes while narrating

the hardships of the journey. The fact that girls and sometimes parents could not recollect

the series of events that consisted their journey to Greece reflects thactngf the journey

as an overwhelming traumatic experience, one thaestions the usual systems of care and

control, or connection and meaning experienced by the individual. All narratives of the
journey reveal its traumatic character that cannot easisein languageas Gabriel Schwab

al &84 a¢NI dzyl Fadl O01a | YTRis exgansStherlosSat wotgkd £ & |
mechanic repetition of phrasesiamely traumatic experiences cannot be put into words

since there is no meaningful structure or florthat can express the extreme, unbearable
momentsthe refugee self goes throughom freezing to deathto being thrown into the

water. Drawing again from Schwab i aSSYya GKIF G0 3IANI & adNdHAaA3t S
the dead bodies they are trying 2  R%brRaS ¢Herman states in her landmark study
GTrauma and Recoveryly | (G N2 OA G A S& NP WaksaSaske@ provScativetiziddd S R & ¢
in a manner that clearly dissmedthe researchera 52 &2 dz (y2¢ K2g¢ YIlyeée LI
on the Greekrurkish bor& NB =X Ay (KS & yHewmguestibrybroligkt$he dedd? R & K ¢
refugee bodiestal KS a dzNF I OS FyR YIRS (KS NB2SS I INOK2SYWNQ (]
and lateradmitto herselit Y R LINRP Ol 06 & L Yy SOSNI gAff

33¢ NI gStfAYy3a SAIOK (KS aKSfLX 2F avdzaat SNa

All of the girls that we spoke had crossed the borders with the help of smugglers at
some point in their journey. Some of them had their parents or close family relatives pre
arrange the details of the travel while others met them on the way. It was theithere is
a strong and welbrganised chain of smugglers working to facilitate informal movement
across borders but also exploiting the desperation of migrants and particularly single
women. Some migrants have contacted smugglers ahead of time (whew keft Iran or
Afghanistan) who wait for them and pick them up with cars, taxis and buses and drive them
either near the Serbiaborder or to Turkish coasts. From there migrants go on foot via the
mountains and croskvros riveror are forced to get /eméark to a boator raft and cross the
Aegean to Lesvos or Samos alone or with the smuggler upgdanpoint in the ®a route

Most girls had negative and fearful experiences with smugglers with the exception of

I KI NJ ¢ K2 hedwad &Rgoadtl fpdrsgrr fiR | SAUGKSNJ K2 RARy Qi C
travelled with the help of a smuggler. Itimad got very distressed when | asked about the
smuggler. | was informed by the social worker of figrple House that Itimad is &BBV
a dzZNIDA @2 NP Hally SlistdRel Sex04D tiiole@&/&tlit was the only momenin her
narrativethat she seemed very distressed and with tearful eyes sdide contact with the

UDFONASES {OKgl o6 a2NARGAYAS! AR A $ AT ( dzRB12 HpBhR P20gB REDNHA S B
95.

% bid, p. 9596

BJudithHE & ¢ NI dz8 D2 P ¢ RE ¢ 5, Basia Bowks, H.\M.DDH Y
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smugglers was very hard. | wish no giill ever fall on their handB&he issue oH A N a Q
traumatisatiln was something that concerned us throughdhis research and we had to
reform our approach based on the needs of every girl. In this context, we worked in close
collaboration with thed K S f pisfchdbogistsn order to inform them in case a girl got
emationally distressed throughout the discussioBrawing from our previous research
experience with GBV survivorsewemained cautious andigil to locate signs of traumatic
distress thatwent beyondthe reparative dimension, which is integral the narrative
recollectionof a traumatic event in life.

Themoney girls and families paid to travel varied from 400 to 40.000 euros/dollars.
Mohammed with his big family paid 400 euros per person and Nagdma, a single mother with
four children, incluthg Moska, paidt0.000 dollarsSngle women with children pajarger
amounts of money, sometimes they even give away their whole fortune in order to secure
GKSANI Gal T Spraviderd ¢ KRAROWKI ARYW B0 Y2y Seé RARWQO LINE
shouldbe noted thatthe smuggler may change the amount in the middle of the journey.
Below, Nagdma and her daughter Moskaggest that the price of the journey depended
the fact that they were women travelling alone but also that the amount shifted as the
journey continued

GL 3+ B@S GKSKI BYISNEY &Y B B2 YNoyo amlisleY L OF £
helped mewith the money. 40.000 euros, dollads|ost everything, | paid for
SOSNEOKAY3IS SOSNEOIKAYIX |I'S OFfftSR YS IyR

| should notworryk S& g2dz2 R ONRaa Yeé FlLYAte, alfsStes
says Naghma.

G2S KFR FTNNJ}Y3ISR Iy20KSNJ I Y2dzy G Ay GKS 0°¢
SEGNI XOIFdzaS GKSNB 61 & y2 Yy éxayK dzaz L
Moska.

Some families and girlsantioned that the behaviour oémugglers changed as soon as
they reached a forest, an isolated place or Greece. It should be noted that in some cases
smugglers promise to take care of familiwben theyarrive to Greece by providing them
with home and jobs thus, theirinteractiong A 1 K G KS & Y dege3darfhydhdtl itB S & y Q U
GKSANI F NNA@GFE (G2 DNBSOSe® .Sft2¢3 az2KIl YYSRSZ
journey with many setbacks and risks, including nedrbwning at sea, says that the
& Y dza 3 f ®aMNduQchanged as soon as they reached the forest. And Malakeh, who
travelled with her famy, discusses the troubles they facasd soon as they reached Greece
FYyR ¢Syl G2 adre Fd GKS avydza3af SNRa K2dzaSo

dn Ismir their behaviour was good and polite. Butew we reached a certain
point in the forest and there was no contact with anyone, their behaviour was
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bad. It was the same for everyone, we were 80 people and they swore and talked
ol R {shys Mbhanimed.

GX2y (GKS 22dz2NySeé s 2edGraekeSnoNBt ite wedmyiied f 6 S N
G2 DNBSOS GKAy3aa 6SNB oO0FR 9XY 2KSy ¢S OIY
wash N} 3aAy3 YS YR YeLNHWAK YR GKS Lit MRR KRR K
O02YS L ¢Aftf FAY Rndaramzother thirgysizade wit syigRorte 2 6 €

dza Ay SOSNER L}RraaioftsS gled 2KSy ¢S | NNAGSR
SYR KS RAA&FLILISFNBRXC2NJ a2YS GAYST 4SS aidl e
the door and we weréeft outside, on the streets, we had no place to go and he
RARYDHESNIYy2dzN) OF f £t axX! & GKSasS Kz2dzasSa ¢S aial
K2dzaSa F2N) aYdaA3t SNERXZ YSIyAy3a ({daysid 6S 6S|
Malakeh.

The role of smugglers is important in terms of the help to cross borders. However
migrants are often eploited and tricked as they are abandoned in forests for days without
food or shelter (the jouray of Habib and Zarmisha) anceanot always informed about the
routes. Below, Moska, who travelled with her mother, Nagham, and her three sisters,
expresses ér fear of the smuggler andotesthat she and her family were not informed at
any stage about the routes. Instead she felt they were at the mercy of his choices.

G6S G6SNBE OSNE FNIARX a2 Ylyeée FSINBR L Oly
saidyes, 8 a1 SR FT2NJ Y2NB Y2ySes 6S RARYQl NB
Ol dzaS 6S 6SNB IFNIAR 2F KAYXSS RARYQ(O NBI
Ol dzaS 6S 6SNB | FNI AR G2 NBIFOGZ INBNIF AR KS
no he decided everything. Wheree dayed he locked us in a house, we were

a2YSHKSNBESE S KIFER y2 NANIK(GsajsMosk? 2dziaARSE

The girls often felt they depended on smugglers, wibwore, shouted, hit other men
I YR dza SakYamsiy b &ddition, smugglers weneot trustworthy and their choices
and behaviour during land or sea crossings deeply affected the life of girls. Below, Shararah,
the Iranian girl who was separated from her mother during the journey after being forced by
the smuggler to enter in a differércar (see above), affirms that the smuggler blackmailed
her to continue the journey alone by threating to leave her in the middle of nowhere.
Feresteh also says that she trusted the smuggler who told her to lie about her nationality
since this would h@l her cross the borders. This may have caused problems witidéetity
documents since she wagitially recorded with a different nationality. Feresteh is the girl
who on the scheduledlay of the interview disappeared and was caught trying to get on a
plane to Germany. The social worker at the Purple House informed meitia& NJ Ol a S A ¢
KFNR 2yS YR aKS 62y Qi LINE o lapplicationTos family  LJ2 & A
dzy AFAOF A2y d LGIQA OSNE KINR® ¢
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GX 2KSYy S NBI OKSR (KSeifafbdstand told Bm I NNA SR
gyl G2 0S 6AGK Yé TFlLYAftezr fSIF@BS YS KSNBc«
alone in the woods, | will leave you here or you will come with us, you have no
OK2A0S®¢ !''yYR L ¢Syidd 1I'S (2f RanyoSontheadSid Ay
boat and cross to the other side, and théwy family: our explanatignwill

Fift206d 2SS gAff FAYR SIFIOK 20$KSNJ a2YSS6KSNB
F2NI Ye TFlFYAf@& o0dzi @dagsSharaRARY QG FTAYR |yedKA\

dthe police caught us othe way and the smuggler told us to say that we are

¢dzNJ a® L R2y Qi (y28 o6KeXlIyR 0KSHe L G2fR
smuggler: our explanatioi) 2t R YS (2 tAS 9XY o6dzi L RARYQ
my mother and later my uncle with mhekaysFeresteh.

The risks of rapesurvival sexiransactional sex and sexual harassment are a reality for
girls on the move, which has been already recorded in the literattired ¢S Q@S | £ NB
noted, somefamilies do notchoosethe land raite because of rumars about risk®f sexual
F6dzaS FYR NILIS 2F 62YSYy yYyR IANI A& o611 06A0Qa |
single women with children face the danger of sexual abuse and rape whether they are
G0N} oSt tAy3a o6& aSlI 2N o6& fel, whe was trévélliagowith herl I K I Y
four children (including Moska), discloses being raped by the smuggler.

She seems very depressed and throughout the conversation she kept sakingii KA y {1 |
GKS GKAy3a LQ@S 0SSy (KNP dzSHe admyitéd thitsshe GasA £ R NS
suicidal thoughts and expressed feelings of despair and hopelessness about her life.

GPPPCNRY (GUKS Y2YSyd L tSFa4G ' FIKIyAadly dz
I RGFydlF3S 2F YSX. SOFdzaS L gl éamnofe2y S 4 A GK
Y2ySes G2 GF1S YS 42YSgKSNB alk¥FSz a2 yz2o
GKAAd RARYQUO OKIy3aS lyeilKAyaId ¢KSe (221 VY¢&
my honour. It was at the borders between Iran and Afghanistan, they raped me.

It was the worst thacould ever happen to me. He called me and asked 5.000

dollars extra and said that | should not worry they would cross my family safely,

take us somewhere safe. The next morning he called me again and | was

thinking he wants us to starthe journey: ourexplanation)i KI 1 Qa @¢Ké& KS
OFLff SR® | § Odagllhami KS R2 2 NXE

GL f2a0G Wie phise ¢gn2odaplssEs the impact of thatriarchal discourse
ofhonwuNJ YR &KIYS 2y bl 3KI YQa nbtdtFabStde humyiatighK A & O 2
and shame fien experienced by rape victims are predictable results of experiencing total

34UNHCR, UNFPA, WRdtial Assessment Report: Protection Risks Women and Girls in the European
Refugee and Migrant Crisi2016, p. 10

37


https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/569f8f419/initial-assessment-report-protection-risks-women-girls-european-refugee.html
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/569f8f419/initial-assessment-report-protection-risks-women-girls-european-refugee.html

subjugation and the intimate loss of control of one's bdd¥hese reactions not to

mention victims' feelings of contamination, of having been defiled or desecrased often

e OSNDIGSR o0& Odzf GdzNF f 2dzRIYSydGa 2F NI LISR 4
3 2 2 R°8nddme cultures, these ideas are so powerful that a woman who is raped (or who

has consensual illicit sex) is thought to bring shame on her entire fAtifghansociety
LISNDSABSE 62YSy (2 0S8 GKS 3IdzZ NRAFya 2% Odz id
l'a  NBadZ 6 62YSYy INBE &aSSy |4 GRAAK2Y2dzINRAY
are subjected to sexual violence. As such, it is the girl or waqriha rape victim ¢ and not

the perpetrator who carries the shame of the crirfte.

lff Ay IffX aYdzZaA3f SNBR | NB L}2Wwba&ethikiRg 6& 37
2F (KSANSoheffih8INBAZEEI yASR IANI A& 6, | Ngealot I KI NE
with them since their fathers and uncles, usually men, were making all the necessary
arrangements. Others, especially single women with children (Nagham and Moska) and girls
accompanied with parents or other family relatives (Itimad; Malakeh; MoMaS R~ | | NJ Q3¢
father), describe smugglers as abusers of power who threaten, rape and deceive them and
who drive them through forests and turbulent seas without any direction. Massah put it well
gKSY aKS Yad thRsmiigilérsi..can the smugglers éeegood? But he has this

YIEYS GayvydzZaat SNwéeE 1S OFy yS@OSNI o6S 3IA22Rdé

2 KAaYFYyGs wods aCSYA yThaSianfordSEndytlapedia of Stiiaso(ly201% Editiéng, =
Edward N. Zaltéed.), https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2017/entries/feminissrape/, no page.

*Ibid, no page.

*Ibid, no page.

Bl brals hi/ 1wz a{AfSy0OS A

*1bid, p. 2.

+A2f Sy0OSz 9yR (KS ! 06dzasS 21

ax
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QHAPTEROUR
ARRIVAL

This study focused on Athens as the site for researching experiences of refugee
adolescent girls from Afghanistan, Iran and Syria after arrival mrgpecific shelters, the
Purple House and the Pink House, as well as familiesatfgahosted inaccommodation
programs (by NGOs). Although findings vary from shelters to organised housing programs
and reveal different needs and gaps, the findings in $kistion generally point to a lack of
strategic, longd SN LJ | Yy Ay 3 ¢ KA OKforNagial intedrabainlt ilNded dz3 S S a ¢
that being agirl on the move comes with genderediplicationswhich in some cases
reflected in their restricted aces to education in the country of origiBoth girls and
families who aspire to go to Northern and Central Europe are stuck in a state of limbo as
they walit for their application to progress and cannot invest to their life in the present. The
state of limlo is also part and parcel of the refugee camp, which clearly constitutes a place
of transit, owing to its perceived temporariness and the makeshift solutions created for
sustained living (e.g. tents)heir temporary nature often turns out to be more perment,
and refuges may spend several years in a cafmgfore they receive a chance of
resettlement. L1 Qa AYLERNIFYy(d G2 O2y&AARSNI K2g NBFdz3¢
permanence and temporariness and look at the state of limbo as the result of tééuigee
canps, where migrants are withoyoy, family, and other identitycreating traits (cooking,
cleaning, socializing outdoorgjhe following findings also suggest that xenophobia followed
by professional inadequacies and cultural misconceptions (of GDs , other
professionalfpublic servantdn the fieldand the general populatigmeed to be addressed
in order to promote inclusion, social diversity and tolerance towards cultural difference. The
latter goes hand in hand with the need to empower gidsbecome independent and self
sufficient, namely, citizens that claim their rights to education, work and social welfare etc.

4.1 The necropolitics of camps, detention and protective custody

As noted in the literature review, until a vacancy in laegn facility is found, usually
unaccompanied children live in Safe Zones which are areas within adult refugee camps, or,
a2YSUAYS&EAY AYy GLINRPGISOGAGS Odzai2Reé¢ ogKAOK ol 2
cells and detention centef&édespite the factthat, as it has been noted by several
humanitarian actors, detention is always against the best interests of the ¥file

0 Defense for Childremthens, The Reflection of a Broken Protection System for Refuge ChR@dEf p. 10
* For example, Greek Council for Refugées, wQa / 2YYSyida 2y (GKS  ICgneeptNy | (A 2y
note, 2019 [in Greek].
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O2yRAGAZ2YyA 2F fAQBGAY3I AY {IFFS ®%2ySa FyR aLINERI
GKdzYFyft e AYyuSttAAAYAS:e O2RAGAZ2VEAEFRMIRS & ONR
living in Samos and the loneliness she felt partly due to lack of interpretation in Kraiit

Nora, a child protection professionaftests to the horrific conditions of Samos refugee

camp.

G 2 K Sve reached Samos, they took me to the camp. Sleep and food were
awful. First | was in a tent, then in a container. There was police outside but no
security, people opened the door in the middle of the night. We were 15 girls in
one container. Then theyrgpared my papers and took me to Thessaloniki. | was
in a hotel in the beginning, the only Aragpeaking amongst Afghans, | had
y202Re G2 G tshyEltmad.gl & | f 2y SXé =X

@

!0 GKAA Y2YSyd GKS aArddz Gazy Aa 2dzi 27
Samos, 40 girls in half container sleeping in turns. To go to the toilette, you have

to go with somebody else because of fear that something might happen to you.
LGiQa UGN IAOe !ff GKS LIXFOSa G akKSft dSN&
conditorda K L G Q& LJzNB f dz01 6KFdG Attt KILWISy G2
OKI yOS IsayNbra.e ¢ =

¢tKSaS O2yRAGAZ2YA 2F oy200 tAGAYy3IIT GKS Ay
G2 aoSYoSQa y20GA2y 27F AYRA QDA Rugltd édonditoSsAiy 3 & LIS
which the permanent wounding is used as a means of control rather than direct and active
killing. Suffering in a packed container (being deprived of sleep and access to toilettes)
GKSNBTF2NB LINRPRdzOSE 3 NP dzeJhut i &state)SfAnjuf.& & KL KA ¥ N
Samos refugee camp, being deprived of basic needs (sleep, food, health and public and
LISNB2Y | Ke@3aASYySu KI dzy thé&dugglérsiarid Safds ard imaghise ~ &
stuck in my hea#d¢ C2 NJ 2 (i KS Nk carhfNecomes th& Ste WiBr& tey Sire
raped® 5NI 6 Ay 3 FTNRBY 5A20AYI Q& LINBOA2dza NBASI NOI
there isa reported perception among field professionals/protection officers, particularly on

“2The lack and/or total absence of interpreters at Asylum services, first registration, reception and
identification centres at Samos, Lesvos and Evrdspsitals and shelters has been documented at the recent
dGdzRé ownnmdo 2F GKS w2l [ dzE SY o 2ifdzERIusibnyandi AbisizioS Sy G A
Py O002YLI YASR / KAfRNBY Ay DNBSOS¢ 9SAy DNBS|]T 99y3afAra
accessibility and barriers to Genddrased violence, which was conducted during 200%6, reaffirms the

scarcity, yet alsplow quality of the available interpretation services in various public sectors (police, courts,
hospitals). This research also records a limited number of female interpreters along with a prevalent attitude

of gatekeeping among male interpreters from pesding in reporting GBV violence (Diotima &Unicef,
oResearch on Accessibility and Barriers to Gefd#eed Violence Services for refugee and migrant girls, boys,
62YSY YR YSYy Ay DNBSGHE>S 5SOSYOSNI HamMpE LILIbpwm
BaoSYoSs | &5 dabSONBRLREY R00AOAE S t dzof A O [ dzf

**In Moria, Medecins Sans Frontieres reported that just for the first 10 months of 2018, they tredtzabes

sexual abuse (including rapes) and 9 of these cases concerned niitedsoins Sans Frontieres, Moria:

"Doctors Without BoarderstCl NKA F A Ol i A1Z PctobeE2D18R Gréeld)é
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the islands (e.g. Moria), that fematefugees may report incidents of rape or threat of rape

G2 a3l AyéE GKS @dzZ ySNIroAtAGe adlddza Ay 2NRSN
order to lift the geographical restriction® their movement in the mainlanda behaviour

that risks beinglzda SR & | LINBGSEG FT2N 2 g5 N\oske dpregfd (G KS
the girls who was supported by Diotima (after her rape), discloses the sexual violence she
experienced:

a!'d GKS AaftryRZ G a2NRARFX GKAdhemdstA y3 KI LI
bad thing that could happen, in my mind | never thought that in Europe
something like thigrape: our explanationp 2 dzf R  fshys MAISKH. £

The poentiality of rape, violence or even death is an epessent reality in camps
and detention cemtes Girls regularly compared the experience of living in refugee camps to
violent abuses and traumas suffered in origin countries or to their journey to Greece
(Itimad). Asal could not manage the violence at Moria and one time she shaved her hair as a
GANBY2yAlLfE OG 2F NBaAadlyOS IFyR RS&LI ANI (2

aLG ot a 2yS RFEF&zX | oA3 FAIKG KFLIWISYSRI |y
FANB yR (KFd o6A3 FTA3IKG L ¢l & SEKIFdZAGSR &
and the fight N2 dzy R YS |yR It GKS LIS2L}X-§ L (yS¢g
hours | regretted shaving my head. Later they took me to a shelter for minors,

OFdzaS L ¢la IfglaasAsalr R L KIFIR aiNBaaxeé

The conditions of (not) living under protective custody in goktations as well as the
lack of interpreters results to girls feeling alone, abandoned and afraid. Below, Hesther
describes her time in the police station from which she prayed to leave.

Gt 2t A0S adlrarzy 61 a OSNEB Ol Rple,bhey a K2 g SNE
OKFy3aSR | 20 2F (GAYS:T &a2an@spac¥.Skelagti o1 a F
RIea IGodpleasel Z R2y Qi g yi G2 wasSryidgSNGe | y& Y2 N
Y2NYAy3: GKSYy (KS& &l AR YBEYlI&¥SeadyRS&GKS N

Girls described feeling lost, alone and uninformed about where they are taken, what
will happen to them, where are their relatives, how long they will stay in protective custody,
what are the next steps etc. Feresteh, whom we have already presented, descrikag feel
disorientated, afraid and alone since nobody informed her about each step of the process
(partly due to lack of interpretationf YR &aKS RARY QG LI NIGAOALN GS
consulted) at any stag&he found her uncle by pure luck but the papergphevided did not
suffice to prove their kin relation.

®5A20A Yl Resegréh@SAccessibility and Barriers to Geiideed Violence Services for refugee and
migrant girls, boys, women and menin Greece 5 SOSYOSNJ HamdpZ Libpnd

41



Ge¢KSe (221 dz&a (2 LINAR&A2Y FT2N NBO2NRAy3ID L
were all together, then they put me in another prison and told me {lgati have

to go to fylakimy ® was scared what wodl happen to me. There was an

interpreter that stood by my side. She sgR2y Qi o6S | FNI ARXZ OFfY F
bring you a Kurdish interpretgr®hen they told meif | can stay 7 months in

prison and then | will be ogt®&ll were Arabs and Afghans in thanse prison, |

gla Ft2ySX!ad az2ysS LRAYGsE + Yy OFYS F2N K;
K2g L GFft1SR (G2 Yé dzyOftS F3IlFIAYyZIT KS o06NRdzAK
0StASPS (GKSe& ¢6SNB NBlsdys Ferdsteli. KS&@ ¢gSNBYy Qi Sy

Nora, a professnal in the field of child protection, who has worked in different
positions and with different organisations for the pastars, sheds light tthe systemic
deficiencies lack in informationand disseminationstrategies lack in interpreters, lack in
professional capacity and periodic, yet not ongoing, tranwof front line professionals
especiallyat first reception and identification centres (RIC). Her remark regarding the
FoaSyOS 2F |yeé AYyF2N¥IGAZ2Y TAGBSYy ietlingoh A NI y
disorientation and fear.

2SS KFR 3IANI & GKFG FNNAGSR d wL/ FYyR A
girls. They might have travelled with another family, you know like protected
YSYOSNE 2F GKIOd FlLYAf@d ¢KSeérecéhvgdrfyR I NNA G
information regarding the services we offer them or that there is a good

screening process or that professionals at first reception are well trained, we

g2dzt R FAYR 2dzi G0KS& | NB dzyl OG&¥Nalay A SR f I

Familieswith adolescent girls also documented the conditions of (not) living in Moria,
Evros and Samos. In particular, Mohammed arrived in Moria to find himself, his pregnant
wife along with his 8 children in a tent with 4 other families. He used his hands torsleow
AY KAa tfAQAY3 NR2Y GKS &A1 S 2F (foBhdieSy (X 6K
heré KS LEhdyywér&tRen moved to another tent with a family of 7 children where
they used a blanket to divide space. They stayed for 2 months andlateretransferred to
a hotel as soon as his wife gave birth.

h@dSNIff> IANI A RSAONAROSR tAFS G alrFsS 12y
Isakjee and Dhe8isuggest in their study of the Calais refugee camp, the inhabitants of
camps are asgned thed (i | (1 dza 2 F (¥ 8ot activélykillgd-hs wodid Hefit a
G0 NB f A% Sut dedtiBed BoAsyffdr the harm and indignity of leteym cruel

51 grSas ¢d g Lal 12885 1d 3 5KSAAT {o® a+xAazfSyid Lyl O
Antipode Vol. 49 No. 5, 2017, p. 1280.

"adoSY0ST | o0 (Pubik OMtErdSK1), R0D3I, © 408 =
®Agamben, @ a1 2Y2 { I OSNY {2@SNBAIY t26SNI YR . I NB [AFSéo

42



conditions. The brutality that girls, women and families suffer such places becomes a
GAOALf & alyOiA2BRI RSKAX I WAYRNNRYAT I GA2y 27

> M oA~ s

2F {FY2a OFYL Aa HBYRIQAEAAEINZE GKE KRBEIONKOAY

aLIQa KStt 2y SIEINIK® LGQa SEGNBYS gAaztSyOo
in my Ife, what I told you. The gir(g¢0)in Samos in half container and sleeping in

turns at night, next to the police, and having to ask for someone to escort them

G2 GKS G2AftSGGS® L YSIyZ L R2yQl 1y26x L
beensomei A YS &aAyOS L ¢Syidz y2i NBOSyilfed LiQ:
SOSNE RI&@d |l dzYtya OFy 3SG dzaSR G2 o NXzil €
AdZNBXP. dzi AGQ&a K2NNAFAOSI K2NNAFAOP® ! yR LIS
there is the secondd® (NI dzY I GA &l GA2Yy 2F LINRPFSaar2yl f
I 6 I Y R 2s§yS Rota.

4.2 A place to call home: Shelters, accommodation and life in the city

Most girls lived at safe zones (Shararah: 8 months; Bahar: 1 month; Asal: 4 months),
refugee campgMohammed family: 2 months), police stations (Hesther: 2 weeks) and/or
20KSNJ F2N¥ya 2F GSYLERNINER | O0O2YY2RIGA2Y &dzOK
or under protective custody (Feresteh: 2 months) for more thamonth on average before
they wae set to a longterm facility @ sheltej. None of the unaccompanied girls, who
were interviewed, and currently lived in shelters hagersonalguardian (only one girl at
the Pink House had a guardia®)s noted in the literature review in some regioRsblc
Prosecutors are acting as temporary guardians for hundreds of children, thus being, in
practice, unable to fulfil their responsibilities as guardians. The guardianship program which
was initiated by the NGO Metadrasi to cover this legal and institutigagl was recently
significantly cut down to 1 guardian per 20Q0 children (from 1 guardian per 20 childréh)
and rumours had it that it might be permanently suspended.

The Pink House andhé Purple House hosted 20 and 8Rls, respectively. There
were no interpreters working permanently ithe facilitieswith the exception of the Purple
House who had an Arab interpreter but no interpretation in Farsi/Dari even though it hosted
8 Afghan girls. Both shelters collaborated with interpreters who visitedstieter when
needed (in Farsi/Dari, Urdu and Arabic). The Pink House was situated at the centre of
Athens, it was a twdloor building with a living room, a mihg room, a kitchen and the

“Castro, AFHCNB Y (KS (oA2AYy(iZ o0S23YyFSNRH YR ! & sdzl bdza{ Al
t KAf2a2LKAO0OFEY t2f A0AOFT X YR t SNF2NNIUAYS {UNF US3IAS:
*° Metadrasj dMetadrasi announces that its Guardianship Network cannot respond in the rising number of

dzy  O02YLI yASR YAY2NAR Ol a4Sa¢3s wSGNARSOSR FNRYY
https://metadrasi.org/%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%AC%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%B7
%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B1%CE%BA%CE%BF%CEY%AF%CE%BD%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7
%CE%B4%CE%AF%CEY%BA%CF%84%CF%85%CE%BF
%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%B9%CF%84%CF%81%CF%8C6CEMEM n @GreeRlm b @A
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https://metadrasi.org/%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%AC%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B1%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%AF%CE%BD%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%B4%CE%AF%CE%BA%CF%84%CF%85%CE%BF-%CE%B5%CF%80%CE%B9%CF%84%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%80/

bedrooms of the girls on the second floor. It was particularly waand homey. The
professionals were welcoming and helpful upon our first arrival, yet the following days, they
seemed ovetoaded with work. The Purple House was located in a working class suburb
close to a big park. There was no heating on the whole bgjildlime professionals were
working in a sma&lroom with an aircondition and the rest of the buildingias freezing.
Given the fact that we visited the Purple House before Christmas and the temperasisre
low, it was almost impossible to stay inside the lsfrewithout a jacket.

When discussing with the girls about life in the shelter most of the them said they felt
safe and supported by the stafin the relevant survey questio3% (29 girls) answered
positively, while 30.5% (14 girls) answered negaivel this question while 6.5% (3 girls)
chose not to answer this question. What should be noted i$ soane girls wrote that they
felt safe but not happy, something that could not keflected in the questionnairéSomeof
the girlswere comparing life irthe shelter to the horrific conditions at safe zones. For
SEFYLX S LGAYIR dzyRSNIAYSR (KIG y26> KSNB
compared to Samos. Hesther mentioned that the Pink House can get noisy and girls fight
loudly, yet she was contério be there.. | KI NJ FSt 4 &l FS Ay GKIS aKSt
feel safe, however | go out with stress and frustration that my father will findéne ! al £ & |
waiting for the interview to finish to disclose somm@portant information about life in
another shelter. It seems that girls create networks of support amongst each other even
when they are far away or have met randomly for a short period of time. By the end of the
interview, Asal confided to me some information regarding the conditions ahdivn
another shelter for girls. She had promised the girls there that if somebody came and asked
information about unaccompanied girlshe would tell him/her about theiconditions of
living. This further revealbiow girls develop a network of resistanthat gives voice to their
needs, abuses and demands.

Within shelters, girls develop relationships and friendships that may last long after
they are moved to another accommodation. Feresteh against all odds and while being
detained under protective custty met a Kurdish girl whom she came to love:

G¢CKS YdzZNRA&AK 3IANI L Y&nhite snfile, iblbegatngy G KSe&
friends, | loved her, she loved me. It wag fgtakion. We dreamed we would go
2dz0 G23SOKSNJ I YR ¢ 2dzf RaysFeresielzi F2NJ g1 f1a A\

Most girls said they had social life inside and outside the shelter. AbaldsA Yy T 2 NI | { €
hair-dresser for other girls in the shelter; Hesther cooks food for refugees and volunteers as
a junior basketball coach for Afghan girls. For Hestbasketball coaching is a form Ide
coaching, she sees it as an empowwg activity that can help Afghan gigain confidence:

d am the only junior that ia coach and talks Farsi. So | have these girls, | like to
help. In Iran or Afghanistan théy2 y Qi OBNBI Ba2 dzKSe& R2y Qi 3 A
O2yFTARSYOS (KI{d GKS g2YlLy Aa LRoSNFdzZ |y
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everything is around boys. So when | see them 1 like to tell them that they are
better than this. Because in Iran girls are likenven should marry, have children,
clean the house; they are not born for that. I like it when they participate in this
I NR dzLJd €

Other girls ardonely andaspireto leave the shelter and be with their mothers like
Massah whose best friend is her teddy b hade my teddy bear in the room on my bed. A
0 A3 (S RG6tkers,dile IRMID Say they participate in various external activities, sports,
music and theatre classeBrawing again from our survey regarding the participation of girls
to other activties,17 girls (37% of the sample) responded positevely, 15 girls (33% of the
sample) and 14 girls (31% of the sample) did not answer at all. Of the 17 girls that responded
positively only 7 girls specified the other activities they have access to. Thelsdeid
cooking, gymnastics, dancing, music, religion, theater, sports, school and arts (drawing).
However, most of the abovmentioned activities are not provided as services to the girls,
they are interests that may or may not be covered depending on eegdmnisation.

Life in a shelter can be different for each girl depending on her status, her needs and
desires but also it largely depends on the professional capacity, strategic planning and
priorities of each organisation. As stated by Nora it reallyetels on the culture of each
organisaton, for example, whether the organisation has previous experienite child
protection as well agshe general skills of the workforce. She underlined that there is no
guarantee (an effective and doable evaluation mex) that each shelter meets certain
conditions of living.

GLG NBFffe RSLSYRa 2y GKS OdzZ GdzNBE 2F St OF
and facilities ran by organisations who had no prior engagement with child

protection. All of a sudden because obfic funds they decided to open a shelter

0dzi GKSe@ KIR Yy22NINIAY¥RHEOERIBNBYRAA AP (i2dz O
with 20 workers in a country where facilitidspital, schoold NSy QG LINB LJ- NB R
K2aid NBFdz3SSa | yR KI @Sn sheters Wouyget ad | LJa XL ¢
institutionalised* kind of caring, where the individual needs of each kid are

usually lost. These are shelters of general hospitality, meaning that vulnerabilities

FNB y28 GFrNBSGSR a &ddzOKXA( dzastahd f & RSLIS
professionals, who are already ov@r2 NJ] SR | Y R sa@sENkrk.dza (0 SR €

Families with adolescent girls who live in accommodation provided by NGOs
experience life in the city quiet differently, yet they were stressed that they may lose their
house one they will stop beingconsidered eligible foaccommodation e.g. once they get
asylum Mohammed, Nagham and Habib with Zarmisha are stressed about their housing
since they are unemployed and Greeks, as Malakeh says, do not want to rent their houses to
migrants. These families were informed that they have to consider finding anotheg plaat

*! Meaning a type of care resembling an asylum.
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they were given a provisinal deadline. Parents do ngpeak Greek and have no occupation.
Interestingly, there were families with adolescent girls that found accomatiod with the

help of other migrants who have been in the country for some time and were willing to help

and guide them. This shows that there are small, yet existent, networks of support, self
2NHIFYAASR o6& YAINryda | yR TdawmlyMviadidd ¢tine | y R
daYdzZa3f SNRa K2dzaSs YIrylFr3ISR (2 NByd | K2dzaS ¢
also helped Mala&h enrol to school. Neither NGOnor the Greek state helped Malakeh and

her family. Below, Malakeh describes the help sheenesd from this Afghan man and his
FTrYAte Fa ¢gStf a KSNI FFEYAf&Qa RAFTFAOdMA G&
existence of a network of small, selfganised initiativesmostly related with religious sects

ran by other migrants. She kmteered there as an interpreter and teacher in English and

Greek language.

GXFttf 2dzNJ Y2y Se 4SS 3L @S (2 avydzZaat SNaAZ (Kl
O2dzZ Ry Qi NBYyUO || K2dzaS 2y 2dz2NJ 26y d LG 61 &
wantto renttheNJ K2dzaS (2 &a2YSo02Ré& ¢gK2 6Fa | NBETF
K2dzaSxz ¢S ¢Syid G2 aSS A0 o0dzi GKS& RARYyQU
NByid | K2dzaS: KS (2tfR dza AGQa oSad yz2a G2
LINE OS&a 9XY | S HopeRneitker the Grdeks,Sor the ssnfiggldes,

V2Nl 6KS 2NBIYAAlFGA2YyAaT y2NJ) 0KS DNBS|]T adal g
us¢@ 2 dzNJ FAE S Aa G KS{NB maught Graek tofarScFganis&igng y 0 K S N
called Orange centre. | taught English toother organsation, it was not an

NGO, we¥F RS AG>X AdGQa 6SSy az2yvy$sS GAYS L KIF@SyQ
OSYiNBeés>s A0 KSELISR NBFdASSad LG sl a 20KSN
YR KSfLISR GK2aS 6K2 | NNA Oiitsds, we wae dzy R (1 K S
YIye FlILYAftASa GKSNBE L R2y Qi (y2éay\ ¥ (KSe
Malakeh.

4.3Too young to know, too old to wait:
Age, schooling and languages

As noted in the literature review, the right to education is a fundamendggit based
on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Even though there is an apparent gender
equality in terms of access to education (60% boys, 40%°girnost 4 of the girls
interviewed said they were not allowed by their fathers to go tbaa in the country of
origin, which indicateshat patriarchal oppression can have IeigS N SF¥SOda Ay |
Bahar went to schoobnly for 3 years sincét Y& FIF 0 KSNJ RARy Qi tSdG YS
currently thinking of learning English, shensiders it a language that can be useful for her
future. Moska, who lives with her mother, Nagham, went to school in Iran for 6 years, her

“DNBESOS 9RdzOIGAzy {SO0G2N) 22NJAy3 DNRdzJIE ! O0Saa (2
Residing in Urban Accommodation (Apartments, Shelters and Hotels for UAC, SIL), June 2019.



father did not allow her to continue. She currently facing problems mccessg education
since shed registerel 18 years old even thotigshe is 17 years old and canr admitted
at any public school.

Within the current migration system, agsonsistsan instrumentalised asset since
being registered under 18 years old provides migrants with certain benefits s&doe
accommodation, education etc). Misregistrations at RICs are common. In our discussion with
Nora, she noted G&Saz Ylyeé OlFasSa 27F @dzZ ySNroAfAGA
adolescent girl, whoasd she was underage and sslhe was registered asn adult, just
0SOlIdzaS aKS gl a LINBAYlIyidsz @&2dz OHoryMoskd fhe (1 KS & S
misregistration of her age became an impediment to access education. She was particularly
stressedhat the NGO that provides her and her family accommnimhacould not help them
with school registration.

G2 KSNBEOSNJ LQ@S 06SSy> AlG OFyQi KILIWISYyd L K
been to various orgasations and they tell me in one two months they will

answer and | am still waiting and probably @& y 2 (0 Y83 W2 Si 21 N&SF LI
four, five kids and me want somebody responsible to enrol us at school, to take

dza KSNB FyR GKSNB FyR GF1S OFNB 27F dzax 7+
AfEfAGSNI OGS YR Y& o0NRUOKSNJ ahagedyogé®®l NB 2 f R
a0K22f Xhyteé G§KS LISNA?2 Y3 noyiths W& aréNei® an®2 dzf R K S
V202R® XR2Yy Qi KI 9SS azaySuosk&ke (2 KSt L) dzaé =

CSNBailiSKs: wikKI FyR !talkf 32 (2 aoOKz22fx @&S8S
professionals, who cami@ touch with the local public school, that an induction class (Zone
of Educational Priorityjé & 2 NHIF YA &SR F2NJ 6KS 3IANIad al &3
school,they hope to leave Greece soon, as does Raha. Many families and girls are in a state
off AY023 &I AGAhdland of theiSdre@®s> F2 M) @2 KF YYSR &l AR
reunited with their family like Massah. This state of limbo often results into years of waiting,
FILOATdzZSE Aaz2ftt A2y | YR T NUza caplivesiahom@& ai2AKyl OrSY' S
they never go out and his daughter, Yara, says she is not interested to make any friends in
DNESOSd | 26SOSNE duvhbtoTgb tokséhdd aasthice yher (brothef €
stopped going It was clear that Yaraarriesthe gendered dutis and family burdens of
caring for her younger brothers and sisteand the newborn baby. Onthe other hand,
Massah was heattbroken to have been separated from her mother one year ago and is
counting the days to leavé wait for time to pass, day® pass quick so | can manage to
f S @SXdad FdzidzZNBE A& A ysayb BasdalDsawiry frofmour BurveEyl £ & A 2

> With the aim the integration of minor refugees into the national educational context, two different systems

have been created: Structures of first induction with 20 students per class and the Intéutsiiieg classes

(Zone of Educational Priority). The baslifference between them is that Intensive tutoring classes are

morning classes that run in parallel with morning schooling time whereas Structures of First induction are
afternoon classes only for refugedsk NI y 12 dzZ 9 @® g ¢ KS2 R astAdife Ex¥@ukbn2adds | &3
1 0dzaS 2F !yl O002YLI YASR / KAfRNBY Ay DNBSOS¢ 9Ay DNBS{
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the majority of girlggyo or wishto goto school. In particulat§3% of them 29 girls are going

to school, 22% (10 girls) do not havecess in school classrooms even though they would
like to and 13% (6 girls) responded that they do not go to school, making a total of 35% (16
girls) with no access to school at the time of the completion of the survey.

In addition, girls have to face thislamophobia, racism and xenophobia of Greek
society. More specifically, on September 2019, at the beginning of the new school year, the
Parents Assembly at four scheah Thessaloniki voted that they do not wish any refugee
OKAf RNBY | RYK@a@BRWE U NIl KSdztND MIOG KSe &aidlk SR (K
YR GKIFIG a6S R2yQlUing&RRIAOA Y& SHNIP YRS #sK B NB
well as her father, Mohammed, described a racist attek took placeat Omonoia square
during the time they were living in temporary accommodation at a nearby hotel. Yara was
out for walk when a stranger pulled her from behind and took off her head scarf.

Maria and Elena, two front line professionals who work at the Purple House, suggest
thatlangdzl 3S Aa 1S@& (2 3IANI a&aQ AYyRSLISYRSyOS:zI &S
they perceive their time in Greece as a transitibphase (while waiting for the family
reunificationapplicationi 2 0SS LINRPOSaadSRUO (2 6KAOtedandSe R2:
energy. Below, Maria and Elena, who participated in the focus group discussion, which was
LI NI 2F GKAA& NBaSEFNOKI O02YYSyld 2y IANIAQ Y2i

G2S LlzaK GKSY | 20 G2 32 adgedarridrOhert & ' 4G 7
OKAf RNBY 6K2 OlFyQil dzyRSNARGIYR DNBS| 32 G2
GKSe OFyQl é6NARGS GKS DNBS] fLKFE0oSG IyR |
DNBS] F+d KAIK aoOKz22ftz (GKIFIGQa | KdAS 3IF LI A
we managed to create an induction class at the local school and brought a

professor to teach Greek as a foreign language and it was a class focused on their

needs since 10 girls from the Purple Howsee meant to go, they still Qi I 2 @

They have the mafit G A2y Ay (GKS o0S3IAYYyAYy3d odzi 248
R2y Qi NBOSAGS Sy2dzaK FSSRolF O] FTNRBY &a0OK22f
0KS G2NRAYINEBE Ofldaa GKS& OFyQd 32 0SOI dza:

a word in Greek, in the Inductiofass, they feel isolated and very soon, they get
GANBR® +SNE saydMaga. | YR Fl aidXé

GaX990Sy AT 6S FAYR GKSY fly3dzr3S OftlaasSa &
glyad G2 32 G2 DSN¥XYIlyex (KSe adgAatt R2yQld 3

YaeKSaalt2yAlAY ¢62 {OKz22ta Ay ! fSEIFIYRNAI &lé& bz G2 I
Retrieved from: https.//www.iefimerida.gr/news/290650/thessalonildyo-sholeiastin-alexandreidene-ohi-
sti-foitisi-ton-prosfygopoylon

®6bS6 hNIA2O0FAGNR i CAffALAFIRIY ¢KS& R2yQiG FRYAG 1
https://www.thetoc.gr/koinwnidarticle/neo-wraiokastrosti-filippiadaden-dexontatpaidiaprosfugwnsto-

sxoleio

48


https://www.iefimerida.gr/news/290650/thessaloniki-dyo-sholeia-stin-alexandreia-lene-ohi-sti-foitisi-ton-prosfygopoylon
https://www.iefimerida.gr/news/290650/thessaloniki-dyo-sholeia-stin-alexandreia-lene-ohi-sti-foitisi-ton-prosfygopoylon
https://www.thetoc.gr/koinwnia/article/neo-wraiokastro-sti-filippiada-den-dexontai-paidia-prosfugwn-sto-sxoleio
https://www.thetoc.gr/koinwnia/article/neo-wraiokastro-sti-filippiada-den-dexontai-paidia-prosfugwn-sto-sxoleio

asl GNYyaArAdAaAzylf LISNA2R YR (GKS& R2y Qi 41y
GKAa GAYS 6AGK2sgEElena.f 20 2F KI NRaKALXZ

Maria and Elena suggested that contrary to adolescent girls, younger girls (below 13
years old) are more prone to go to schoét.the same time, most girls useobile phones
andsocial media to communicate with family relatiyege: survey analysiahd some spoke
and/or were able2 dzy RSNBE (| y R -éheyNauld Soyhpletexhé Huestigniaire in
English wihout the help ofan interpreter. However, there was one illiterate girl, who could
not read or write in her motar tongue, which also points ouhe longterm effects of
patriarchal oppression in the country of origimamely, the withdrawal of girls from school
at an ealy age.

Malakeh, Gulpari and Larmina, who live in Athens with their families, were more
committed to school. They were learning Greek with the aim to study and find a job in
Greece. Malakeh wants to become a pharmacist, Gulpari svemtbe a midwife and
Larmina, a clothes designevzl N A & KI = Ddzf LI NR Quas Jery oudl thally A y | C
KSNJ RIFdzZZKGSNAR INBX 3J2Ay3 G2 aoOKz22f FyR | ALAN
mother, Nagham, though depressed and tired, wappy to see her daughter progss in
life. The mother daughter bond emerges as a motivational (or digeging, in the case of
. KEND  F I Gadvarddmean? Ndstii sidkei Einglish well enough to participate in
this research without an intelB 0§ SNE @& S & GrBekaRRshéeyslielis 189S | |
years old she cannot enrol to a public school. Again, age and the way the migration system
perceives it (as an asset that gives access to certain rights with accommodation being the
mostimportant) becomes a barrier fahe socialintegration of girls who arrive at Greece at
16-17 years old. As noted by Pagla professional who works faccommodation programs
Ay 1iKSyas AGQa O2y FdzaAy3ad K2g O #Sturelygg@diinSY G NF
F FGSNI 6KIG (KSE@QOBESHISSYKAKRRBIEZAKYKSE | N5 & 2 dzy
same time, | am asking them to take life on their hands since they will soon leave this house
and need to make plafor themselves. We treat them like small kids, then like adults, then
aganh 1S avrff {ARa® LGQA &2 O2yFdzaAAy3d K24 6S

4.4 Journeying as an ongoing process:
Past longings, recurrent traumas and dreams for the future

Girls find themselves in astate of traumatising temporarine¥s Massah, Raha,
Bahar, Yararaongst others since they feel they do not belong neither to the country they
left behind nor to the country of first reception. Life in both places becomes a major part of
JANI AQ GNI dzYl GAO SELISNASYOSs |a G KBtendaKSSNJI d:
fear, namely, who they are and what will become of them. In many cdsaee can no
longer be perceived to have a role in their existence, because it has been torn away from

FLar1asys ! ¢ 9 +@ad Moyementos urdybon Refugee Dispadeidntdand Trauma in
I 2YGSYLR2NINE [AGSNI GdzNBés Hf62NB ! YAOGSNEAGEY ! y0LIdzo f |
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0 K S Byfia i§ now a 1000 pieced | 8 & C NS aQilSKTE FAgsAMalakehDHis
realisationis difficult because it makes the return almost impossildad as refugees the
trauma of temporariness is magnified. They perceive that their stay in Greece is temporary
and are trying to adapt to the thought that their honaand themselves have changed. The
latter requires the creation of lines of connection between past and present, between the
GKSNBE¢ | YR a0 KBS & veryHemariliSghaNd hard¢#s8 as it has been
variously stated by professionals.rieeds a lot of effort to create threads of connection
between broken identity pieces. Elena and Maria, who work at the Purple shelteRawid
who works at accommodation prograns Attica while discussing intezultural differences
and communication withminors arguedd , 2 dz a K2 dzf Ry Qi ( NB,s@2 dzLINR
Paolad @ S&a> GKSANI LI adz 6S 62N + 20 2y oKz (K
live, how did she celebrate her birthday, what kind of connection is there and if something
fromthe LI &G OFy O02yySO0i KSNJ G2 GKS GKSNB FyR Y
themg, says Maria.
In other cases, the family which is left back home becomes a source of pressure and
guilt for girls who feel they have to save those left behind. Fompte, Bahar could not let
go of the thought of her mother and talked about her with great remorse since she is still
fAGAYI AY Yy | ada PASFISHAA RINBY Yy (A di2 K @S Y
work and make money to sermhcki(i 2 Y @&  YTRelféaSdNgbascaped is still present
every day with her mother who still lives back home. The latter is also affirmed by Elena and
Maria who argued thatt 3A NI & 2FGSy o6fFYS (KSyaSt@Sazr GK
who are left back in Turkey, in $ygsays Elena and Maria addahen her mother is left
back, somewhere far away, back with her father and still experiences the abuse from which
GKS 3IANX Saol LISRX GKSYy 3IANI & FSSt 3Jdzaf (@ dé
0 GKAA LRAYOG S oAff 0SS RNJI gshe/describ&sl Ay T
G0 KS NBLI&umatE 2v@nf, which remain unavailable to consciousness but intrude
repeatedly on sight [as] a larger relation to the event that extends beyond what can simply
0S aSSy 2NiTle®S Yy BRI ©E NB dzY Soyyiis thatfraumé iNdimeKaQ & 1 K
condition in which the individual has not fully experienced the trauma and as such will
continue to search for &ue experience through repetitiorf In this line of thinking, girls go
through somatic repetitions of traumaticxperience which becomes a testimony, a sort of
NEGSEttAYI 2F GKSANI aG2NB odzi Ffaz °dselomwda | & A
Bahar describes the moment of-8E LIS NA Sy OA y 3 (i NI davut of Heself #K S G A
Also, Maria and Elenpoint out the episodes girls are having particularly the first months
they move to the shelter from a refugee camp.

*" Caruth, C.: Unclaimed experiendegauma, Narrative and History, The John Hopkins University Press, 1996,
p. 92.
BLalr1asys ! o¢ g +S2f AyIs Obsudgon Refugee Displadeadntand Ttadn@ ina 2 SS Y
[ 2y G SYLR2 NI NEabprd UnSexsityt UgdiBlishEd Master thesis, May 2018, p.9.
59 ||
Ibid, p.9
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L KIFI @S GKAa LINRotSY fraStezr ¢gKSy L 3AS0
happened some time ago and Iwas5 Rl @ & Ay forgeSevdtyphind.JA G € XL

2 KSy L 3ASG Ayd2 GKAa LI yYyAOX L F2NHSO SOSN
GAYS L R2yQl FSSt ¢Stttz (KSeQ@S (2tR YS {:
GSNE oO0SFdzATFdzE @ L R2Yy Qi (y2disckegnmgcrh G A& 6K
shout, and my hands and legs and whole body becomes like, like a rock. And the

O2f 2dzNJ 2F Yeé o02R@ayCHaftay 3Sa 2NJ Ye TFI OS¢

G9XY IANITa O02YS G2 (GKS aKStGdSNI FyR FFFGSN
KIS I ONMX aaticispasnis iwkether thaylaf® consivus orénotad | & &

Maria> Xpeol = (G KS& I NNAGS (G2 (GKS &aKStGSNI |
they wil have a place to sleep and edhen the pain and violence they have
experienced will come out, it willbe emBo& R A Y Z@eFEBnags | & ¢

YR O

An inherent consideration with trauma is the concept of moving past the traumatic
experience and reintegrating into life, namely moving from the state of transit of the
NBEFdzaSS OF YL (2 ay2NXI t ¢ irl§of theSParplé Housk $odidide Re& Y !
through extracurriculum activities (music, drawing, mze classes), yet each girl feels
differently, Massah was more lonellger friend is her teddy beawyet she asked me where
Greeks prefeto go on Christmas; Asal dashe had two friends but they left; and another
IANI I 6K2Y 6S RARYQU AYyUSNBASS>E o6l a &1 yYRSNR
professionals. She would barge in the room, make jokes, tease them and leave. Most of the
girls (Raha, Bahar, Shararahppendedf I O2y AOlI f & (2 GKS 1jdzSada:
F NR S {Ad3thek, évho lived in the Pink House, was brght exception. Be knew many
lesbian bars in Athenshe had girlfriends in the past, she enjoyed going out at night and
she had friends from &ierent social environments (basketball teashelter et¢. Yara had
no friends, she stayed at home wiltler family and took care of her younger siblinkska,
who lives with her mother Nagham, said she did nobw what isa friend & & KS KI ay
experianced the meanings of afriendsidpp | FGSNJ a2 NAI &aKS R2SayQd ¥
home. Gulpari anddrmina have Greek friends, winzlp them learn the language fasget
Ddzf LI NA R2Say Qi 32 2dzi | f 2 yibe sekty ) SgrodpkoS 4| &
men and since then she only goes out with her sister, Larmina. And finally, Malakeh seemed
confident and sociable.

The majority of gls have dreams of studyin@nd going to university, see: survey
analysis)and travelling in Northern and Centr&urope and the United States as well as
getting married some of them have boyfriends in the country of origin. Feresteh wants to
beanurse BOI dzaS &aKS f A1 Sa KSft konghea wiKdguiNgherl y R &
towards her life goaks = (i K SherNd@ninéntetlBhe alseants to bring her mother and
siblings close to her ogo to her uncles in GermanyAustria; Massah wants to go to
Germany and finish school, she will then study in the UK and later once she has her
documents ready she will move #®dmerica with her boyfriend; Asal wants to be a model
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since she is tall, fashionable and can dye her hair in super trendy colors; Shararah likes to
draw and wants to be a journalist, she wants to bring her mother to Greece or go to her
sister in Germany, yéer request for familyeunification has been declined twice; Bahar is
thinking a lot of her mother who is back in Iran in an abeienvironment, she wants to
move with her in another countryith the aimto support her emotionally and financially;
Itimad wants to be a lawyer and is waiting for her ticket to London; Hesther wants to study
tourism since shdikes history and travelling and enjoyeer life in Athens; and Raha
constantly changes her future plans but wants to leave Greece. From the gits With

their families, Moska is really eager to go to school and learn Greek; Gulpari wants to finish
school and become a midwifearminawants to be a clothes designérara is dreaming to
move to Germany, finilsschool, get married, study and edhatever is written for her (her

fate); and finally Malakehwho is closeo finishing schoolwants to go to university and
becomea pharmacist in Greece.
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(HAPTER FIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Core Recommendations

1 Talk to girls abat their needs, desires and living conditions: It is essential to consult
girls to their needs and living conditions before planning any sort of intervention that
may affect their daily lives. Raise awareness amongst frior¢ professionals on
issuesoOdzf G dzZNI f RAGSNRERAGE YR K2g¢g (2 | RRNXAa
an inclusive manner.

1 Make gender analysis a prerequisite in proposal design, programming and advocacy
for girls in migration and displacement: Employ a gendered approactctraiders
the risks and needs of children on the move that looks on the needs of boys and
IANT & ¢KS OFGiS3a2NE GaOKAfR 2y (GKS Y20S¢
OF 1S32NE aAyOS ISYRSNI I FFSOUua OKAfRNBYyQa

1 Employ an irgrsectional gendered approach that brings together various facets of
the girls background (race, class, religious beliefs): In order to address Islamophobia
FYR NI OAAY 6S ySSR (2 AYyO2NLRNIGS 2y (KS
thatdefinefund YSy GFftfe& | 3IANI&aQ ftAFS YR K2g &Kk
in the host country.This will enable us taraft multi-dimensional approacheand
tools that enable us to rahink the categoryd 3 A NI 2 Y (anHer alyedo®)S ¢
and how it is erdingled within, beyond and againste rise of altright discourses.
Until now, most researches and programs in Greece focus on the gendered
RAYSyairzy 27F | b BlardSoSeraifichd(b grofeasichadld a & A
the cause ofjirla 6ppressonz A 1 Qa NI NBf & NBIF NRSpartl a [ N
of girlagency. In addition, racism, living as a brown girl in a whiteninated
country is not analysed as a factor of gidppression. By ignoring the importance of
NI} OA &Y A yAndlrend@ringiElainzan dppréssive fundamentalist religibare
is the danger of producing policies based white and Eurocentridoeliefs An
intersectional analysis that brings together religion, gender skid colour will help
us develop policies thaddress the needs of brown Muslim girls
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5.2 Recommendations for programming
On a national level (programs for boys and girls):

Legal and institutional reforms

T Abolish §KS YSI&adaNE 2F aGLINRPGISOUAYS Odzalt2Reéc¢
practicesof imprisonment.

T ¢KS RANBOG lFo2ftA0A2yY 2F (GKS YSI&AdWNB 2F
islands that has led to overowded camps with people in humanly unintelligible
conditions of (not) living and in a gross violation of human rights and reiits.

1 Regarding guardianshipnsure that allunaccompanied and separatetiildren have
a personal guardian regardless of their age, living condition, gender and
vulnerability.The Public Prosecutor for Minors cannot provide adequate suppuit
state authorities do not have the capacity wevelop an operational and effective
guardianship program. NGOs need to continatering their supportthrough
levering their respond capacity

1 The institutionalisation of common standards of living in shelters wébular
Y2YyUKEe AyalLlSouAizya G2 |aadiNE GKFG IANI A
hygiene, including sanitary pads for menstrual flow) are covered.

1 Ensure that the ageassessment procedure is followed at RICs throughout the
country.

1 Childrenshould not stay at RICs and safe zones. Children should be directly allocated
to a longterm accommodation program and not be held for months at closed or
open temporary units.

1 Enhance the development of pilot programs of sengiependent living programs
(with 4 children per apartment).

Improving the capacity of thehild protectionsystem

1 On training/capacity building of professionaldhe establishment of a lorgrm,
operational and adequatelyfunded program that is welequipped with
professionalswho receive the ongoing support of a group of consultants on child
protection and GBYV. It has been observed that &y, ad hoc trainings on child
protection for professionals work only on the level of raising awareness and cannot
affect longterm effect(such as the development of tools and the ongoing exchange
of knowledge and capacitiedpevelop mentorship programs with professionals and
experts in child protection that can support NGOs, state authorities, and local
authorities on a regular and lotgrm basis.

1 On gender and cultural diversification of public servicesEnsure that all
professionals abide to a code of conduct and ensure that girls do not suffer from
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abusive malpractices of professionals.

91 Ensure the support of public hospitals agghecdogicalclinics with interpreters (in
Arab, Farsi, French) and cultural mediators.

1 Raise awareness of all professionals (doctors, police force,-finatprofessionals,
NGOs, public sector workers) on cultudaversification in order to tackle latent
racist and Islamophobic perspectives and encourage the development of an ethics of
tolerance and acceptance ofvirsity.

 On_accommodation - Encourage types of accommodation that are not
communitarian (in shelters) where children receive a professiondilfin®nalised
type of care that cannot address easily their individual needs.

1 Develop a clear exatrategy for children who currently live at shelters and/or
families with children at accommodation programs, which is also combined with
measures towardgheir independence (seeking job, learning Greek).

1 On education- Ensure that each child is enrolled to school while also taking courses
in Greek language regardless of his/her agéncrease the number of induction
classes across the country.Encouragelanguage courses of children by fellow
migrants.- And finally, train teachers on teaching Greek as a foreign language and on
developing a climate of tolerance and acceptance within the classroom.

On aregional Europeamndtransnational level:

1 Encouage and support programs that strive for the creation of networks of support
between migrants: It is essential that girls make use of their skills and capacities but
also that they receive the support of migrants who have lived in the host country
and are capable to exchange knowledge (on housing, language) and support
amongst each other. Girls who were involved in small, grassroots initiatives led by
migrants felt more empowered and included in society.

1 Promotea transnational program of guardianshipcdlaboration with the European
Guardianship NetworkAt the moment the guardianship program running in Greece
is put on hold and many girls (and boys) are without guardid@r®@mote a
transnational program of cooperation and coordination between guardidngirts
on the move in different countries and ensure that every child on the move is not
left without guardianship.

1 Differentiate interventions to be specific for specific categories of girls: There is no
homogeneity among girls on the move. Girls frommi&sywho are affected by war
conflict have different needs from girls from Afghanistan who migrate in order to
escape forced marriage. Girls who migrate from African countries and girls who
migrate from the Middle East bring different cultural backgrouadd face different
risks. Categories that can be considered include country of origin, risks of violence,
number of girls who are mothers, local context of accommodation, and existing
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5.3

coping strategies developed by girls.

Implement awarenessaising actities and empowerment programs for girls: It is
essential to provide girls on the move the political and social tools to face their
realities (comprehension of power relations; training on life skills; trainings on
female defense techniques) and offer themthe support they need to lead
independent lives.

Develop specialised programs for survival sex, sex trafficking, domestic violence:
Though there was no case of survival sex or sex trafficking that came to our
awareness it was noted by stakeholders thatdbecases are invisible and rarely go
beyond the level of suspicion that this is the case. Girls who suffer domestic violence
or are still suffering at safe zones, REL$otspots (Samos, Lesvos, Evnosgd to
receive special support.

Link agendas and pgramming on gender violence with combatting structural
violence and racism: Undertake targeted commuiligsed urban programming and
engagement with relevant authorities and mesctoral stakeholders to change
attitudes, improve knowledge on what cortsties structural violence and
discrimination and hold them accountable for violence and discrimination against
girls. This should be implemented in a manner so as to benefit girls.

Institutionalise reporting procedures where girls can file a report toralependent
European organisation for the violence and discrimination they suffer by authorities
throughout their journey and where they currently live.

Encourage and speed up processes of family reunification across Europe to ensure
that separated childrerdo not wait more thansix months to a yearfor their
application to be processed.

Recommendations for advocacy

Raise awareness about the brutal conditions in refugee camps (and safe zones) that
condemn girls in a lifeless quest for survival. Hold resfie local and international
actors who ignore the violation of human rights and child rights.

International and European policies aimed at further restricting migration and
making legal entry into a country harder need to be challenged as they wakiser

the risks that girls face to migrate. The findings are clear that migrating with
smugglers raises the risks of death, sexual violence, and abuse.

Save the childrenrUNICEFand Amnesty Internationaleed to cooperate with local
actors and key stakeiders to ensure that a guardianship program works across
Europe and that no child is left without a guardian.

5.4 Recommendations for further research

1 Undertake research in the journeys of women and girls from African countries
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that are currentlyresidng in Greece and more specifically parts of central

Athens.

The use of social media (and smart phone applications) as a tool that creates
translocal worlds and can be used as in refugee resistance struggles.

Undertake researcln how to locate, prevenand respond tcsurvival sex and

sex trafficking.

Research to xplore the role ofinterpreters andcultural mediators in camps,
shelters and accommodation program&here is evidence from the field that

they mayrestrict 3 A dtaddy and independencandor continue to exert

social contral

Undertake an intersectionanalysishat considersthe cultural perceptions of
professionals and the general population (around camps and accommodation
sites)on skin colour and Islam with the aim to develop poli@esd programs

that seek to tackle racism and Islamophobia timese targeted groups
(professionals and the local community). This will help us explore how the
NBFdzaSS g2YFyk FANI Aa O02yaidNMzOGSR | &
27T LI | OSéEY  adhdpydAlayAvs Bé > G Odzt G dzNJ £ &
professionals and the local community. From this analysis we will be able to
f20FGS O02YY2y (KSYSa &adzOK la GoNRBgyYy aj
women as oppressed victims that need to be savecEbyoang (2 6 NRa&
which we will develop educational prograntargeted trainings, ancultural

initiatives (for examplestrive for the funding and creation @f multicultural

centre forrefugeewomen and girls)
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Adolescent Girls

Research Area

Shelter: Pink House,
Attica, Athens

DIOTIMA beneficiaries,
Attica, Athens

Research tool

Interviews/
participant
observation

Interviews

Countries of origin

Iran, Afghanistan




Parents of accompanied girls (Mothers and Fathers)

Research Area Number Ages Research tool Countries of origin

DIOTIMA beneficiaries, Interviews/ Afghanistan

Attica, Athens participant
observation

Key stakeholders

Research Area Number Ages Research tool Countries of origin

Attica, Athens Focus group
discussion with
front-line
professionals







